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For the Bee. 
Sketch of the Life of Grorge Herict, 


[With a Por rrart.]} 


CFeotes Herrot, the founder of that noble charit¥ 
at Edinburgh, which has produced fo many ufeful and 
valuable citizens, was the fon of George Heriot of Tra+ 
brown, ot Trabrane, in Eaft-Lothian, and was born in 
the beginning of June 1563+. His father was a gold+ 
{mith in Edinburgh, anc i nade a handfome fortune for 
the times and country in which he lived; and gave 
fuitable education to a numerous family. George, the 
fon, worked with his father as a jeweller and gold: 
fmith, and at the age of 23, in the year 1586, was'b 

his father’s intereft, creditably married to Chrittian 
Marjeribaaks, daughter of Simon Marjoribanks, mereh+ 


+ As appears by the appointment of the annual proceffion ofthe 
boys, and an infcription on his original portrait, in the coilection of 
the Earl of Buchan, who is poffefled likewife of an original portrait of 
George’s father, both of which were prefented to him by Mr-George 
Paton of the cuftoms, {cn of Mr Paton bookfellor at Edinburgh. 
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ant in Edinburgh. On his marriage he received 1000 + 
merks for his portion, and 500 to fit up a fhop and fur- 
nifh himfelf with cloaths and tools; a {mall fum indeed, 
even confidering the value of money at that time, forfuch 
an undertaking, the whole not exceeding 80 pounds 
Sterling. With his wife he got a mortgage, amount- 
ing to the capital fum of 1075 merks, the intereft of 
whieh, at fhe then legal intereft of ten per centum, a- 
mounted to no more than 107 merks 6s. 8d. Scots 
money ; both fums not exceeding 143]. 1s. Sterling. 

From this time George Heriot continued to apply 
clofely to bufinefs, with fuccefs ; and eleven years af- 
terwards, being appointed jeweller and goldfmith to 
Anne of Denmark, the Seren of James VI. by writ of 
privy-feal, dated at Dumfermline on the 17th of July 
1597, and foon after to the fame offices to the King, he 
tofe to confiderable eminence in his profeffion. 

On the acceflion of the King of Scots to the crown 
of England he removed to London, but paid occafional 
vifits to Scotland, where, in the year 1608, being a 
widower, he married to his fecond wife Alifon, eldeft 
daughter of James Primrofe, clerk to the privy coun- 
cil, with whom he had a fortune of 5000 merks Scots, 
and beneficial alliances, the Primrofe family then be- 
ginning to be conftderable in Scotland. 

From George Heriot’s affiduity in bufinefs, his fru- 
gality, and addrefs in obtaining precious ftones from 
Spain and Porttigal at low prices, by his command of 
ready moncy, he amaffed fo large a fortune, that not- 
withitanding his generofity to his. poor relations du- 
ring his life, he left at his death, which happened on 
the 12th of February, O. S. 1624, the fum of forty- 
thtee thowfand fix hundred and eight pounds eleven © 
fhillings and three-pence Sterling, for endowing an hof- 
pital at Edinburgh, to be called George Heriot’s Hofpi- 
tal, and to be regulated by ftatutes and ordinances te 


} Onc thoufand merks Scots is equal te 551 rs. ad. Sterling. 
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be drawn out accordjng to his will, by Doctor Balcan-"- tal 


quil, dean of Rochefter. 

Befides this, he left confiderable legacies to his rela-. 
tions, friends, and fervants, and remitted feveral debts 
to his benefactors, both in England and Scotland, 

He had no lawful children. ‘To two natural daugh- 
ters he left legacies. ‘To the children of his father by 
his fecond wife Chriftian Blaw, James, Thomas, Chrif- 
tian, Sibilla, Janet, and Marion Heriot, he left likewife 
bequéaths, and to James, the eldeft of his half-brothers, 
his Eaft India ftock. 

To his ftep-mother an annuity of 5¢0 merks, with 500 
merks more, to be difpofed of by her will; and upon the 
whole, though he may be accufed of unnatural conduct, 
in preferring a charitable inftitution to his relations, yet, 
except we were made acquainted with circumiftances, 
we cannot affix any turpitude or immorality to his cha- 
racter. On the 22d of June, 1627, the executors of 
George Heriot’s will purchafed from the city of Edin- 
burgh eight acres and an half of land, near the Grafs- 
market, and on the firft of July 1628, laid the founda- 
tion of the prefent noble pile of building, according to 
a. plan furnifhed by Dr. Balcanquil, with the advice of 
Inigo Jones and other eminent architets; in which 
{éarce any deviation appears from the chafte model of 
the ancients except the turrets, which give a dignity to 
the building, not juftly to be reprehended. On the 

rith of April 1659, thirty boys were received into this 
hofpital, the ufe of which had been hitherto prevented 
by the civil wars, and on the 8th of Auguft of the fame 
year ten more were admitted on the foundation. On 


‘the 23d of December 1661 the number amounted to 


fifty-two, and when Maitland publithed ‘his hiftory of 
Edinburgh it contained 130; fince which time the 
funds and numbers have confiderably increafed. 

This is an excellent inftitution, and has produced 
many valuable and ufeful citizens, who might other- 
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wife have been loft to fociety from,the want of proper 
education. 

Without entering into cicnennaticn arguments con- 
cerning the ufe and abufe of public charities in Britain, 
it may be fafely afirmed, that confidering the loofe mo- 
rality of 2 wealthy country and_nation, it js_of high im- 
portance to the good, of fociety, that as few individuals, 
as poffble fhould be without proper culture, and as; 
many as, poflible kept out of the reach of -baneful.con- 
tagion. ‘This. feems to be the {cope and confequence 
of George Heriot’s foundation ;‘and whatever may have 
been his motive, his deftination of his fortune is enti- 
tled to the gratitude of his country. 

Hereafter it may be proper to,confider the numbers 
that have been educated in this hofpital, and-compare 
them with the lift of citizens that have in confequence 
been beneficial to the commonwealth. But in all ages 
and countries few are the individuals who rife above 
mediocrity, or make themfelves known toa diftant pof- 
terity.. Inthe overflow of wealth, acquired by phinder 
and commerce, we ouglit not to. check that ufeful va- 
nity which leads to. charitable inftirutions. ‘The late 
Dr Blacklock, proje€ted an hofpital for the blind, which 
is yet wanting ; and a foundation for old ladies ae imall 
fortune, who have had a genteel education, and pine in 
ifolated poverty, is. another not lefs to be defired, ‘The 
old and feeble, as well as the young. and active; ought 
to be remembered. 


“> Sweet fets the fun of ftormy life, and fweet 
“ The morning light in Mercy’s dews array’d.”’ Thom/fin 


Remarks on Grecian and Gothic Architefure. 
Part Second. 
{ Continued from Vol. V. p. 278.) 


L O fpeak in the language of the painter, the church 
of St. Stephen, Walbrooke, niay be called a cabinet-piece. 
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Tt is not. of dimenfions futitcient.to- admit of grandeum. 
Neatnefs, in a ftructure: of. this fize, is all thaticouid 
with propriety: have been aimed at. ‘The-arehitedt, 
however, forgetting thefe, principles, has finithed the. 
iifide of that church; wath ,thofe -kinds, of ornamches 
which ane: adapted to produce: the effet of grandeur 
alone. in. archite€ture., Suitable to this idea, it: is fur- 
rounded. with Grecian.columns, which are. of fuche 
diminutive fize as to: be. made, as]; believe, of wood. 
Thefe are, crowned, : as, ufual,. withthe. archisraye, 
frieze, and cornice, completes: and}, that, no: ormament 
might be wanting, wooden arches have been deviled 
to connc& thefe-pillars. with.each other, An ancient 
oct, who has been. ufually. thought te: poflefsia good: 
tafte, has, faid, in refpeét to things; of this, natures, 77 
dictlumodj.;, and perhaps we have. no-fuch.eertain: rule 
to. direét us as that of avoiding, devioes inarchitegture. 
that are. obyionily ufelefs. and, incongruous, when: the 
nature, of the materials employed, or the-fize and, abie: 
jects to. be effected by the ftruéture, . are.confideredt. 
This-ruley hawever,, appears to; have been- very! little 
adverted to in general by. architeéts; and, inthe pre- 
fent inftance. efpecially,. feems,to- have been \entirély 
djfregarded.  Fafhion, however, , that fovereign;arbiter 
of taite, hath. pronounced, this ftruture }a~paragon’ 
of elegance: and. beauty.,, Threfe, wooden arches will 
have, their run of vogue, like the umbragebus- ar- 
cades cut. out by. the iciflars, to,connec, the growing: 
trees inta the appearance of a-piece of: folid:mafonry, 
efteemed, by: our forefathers, the quinteffence- of ele+ 
gance ; and probably, ; like them teo, will fall in time 
lito contempt, as.unnatural and abfurd. An arch of 
ftone is doubtlefs a fublime invention for connecting 
diftant objects together, that owes its ftability to» the 
weight of the.materials of, which it: is- compoféd: 
Wherever, therefore, this becomes. neceffary, . its: abs 
vious utility would be fuflicient to entitle it to our ap- 
plaufe, independent of any other confideration. For 


























































































































@ GRECIAN AND GoTHIc‘ARcHITeCruRE. Nov, o, 


the fame reafoh, a tottering femblanct of fuch an arch 
formed of wood, which would have been infinitely 
ftfonger and’ more ‘fimple in ‘its form, if carried for- 
ward in a ftraight line; ought to be deemed an ufelefs 
deviation from phir fenfe'in queft of a fancied orna- 
ment.» Such, I am ificlinéd to believe, will be, at 
fome future period,’ the decifion of pofterity concern- 
ing the afeades in this: boafted piece of architeCture, 
At that time the critic, with a decifivé tone, may per- 
haps obferve, thatthe ‘archite@t, with’a wonderful 
exertion ‘of ingenuity, had -eveti confrived to render 
thefe'airy‘eolumns, that in One point of view feem to 
berinndanger of falling from’ want of folidity, when 
viewed-in another light appear loaded and heavy. The 
arches beifig: contrived to fpring from above a deep 
projeing ‘cornice, which refts upon an entablature 
and frieze; that ‘féerhs’to have no continuity of con- 
neGtion' withthe coluinn, can only be apparently re- 
.tained-in ‘ts place -by ‘its’ own gravity. But, in this 
cafe, ‘the'diebtht: of this ornament fo far exceeds its 
breadth inevery'diré€tion, as to convey no idea of fo- 
lidity from that citcumftance ; and, by the great pro- 
jeCtion of the*cornice, ‘it is rendered fo apparently top 
heavy, ‘as:to“ivake it feem to totter, ‘and to threaten 
the entire deftruction 6f' the pile from its tumbling 
down. The ‘whole’ eritablature, when’ it is regularly 
ftretched-fromcolummn ‘to column, in one continued 
mafs; ‘we have “already feen, has a neceffary tendency 
to igive ftrength to ‘the ‘pile, ‘and .amay therefore 
be deemed a proper ornament. But, when this real 
ufe of it is forgot, and, from a blind attachment to an- 
cient forms, its mouldings are retained, while the ob- 
je& itfelf-is- minced into’ pieves'that have no connec 
tion witli each other, it is impofhble for me to form 
an idea of any thing that can be more abfurd, or that 
of courfe can be in a falfertaite.’ ‘The ‘vegetable birds 
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of our anceftors I eonfider as infinitely lefs ridiculous 
' than this is. 

The ftruéture, Berth ag of which we treat, is, not- 
withitanding this apparent weaknefs, fufliciently ftrong 
for its fize. ‘The art of phineering is well calculated 
to promote deceptions of this kind; and the artilt who 
conftructed it knew the principles of mechanics too 
well, not to give it all the ftrength that the nature of 
the materials he employed was. fufceptible of. ‘The 
columns, initead of being disjoined from the architrave, 
as they feem to be, are no doubt there continued of one 
piece, and only altered in form by a few mouldings 
painted onit. ‘They are, no doubt, alfo continued up- 
wards till they join a ftreight besm, running acrois, 
over the top of the arches, which, though concealed, 
anfwers in effect the fame purpofe with the original 
architrave, on which other beams reft- that form the 
roof, on principles that have been already explained.— 
The ftructure, therefore, though in its difguifed itate 
it does appear to be weak and infullicient, when it is 
Jaid open is feen to be ftrong enough. I complain not, 
therefore, of its abfolute weaknefs, but I doubt of the 
pr >priety of calling it a building erected in 3 good tafte; 
on this fubject, however, I pretend not to decide, being 
perfectly ready to admit that every other perfon hath 
as good a right as myfelf to judge for himfelf in this 
cafe. 

I may be allowed, however, to beg the reader’s in- 
dulgence a little long er, till I conduct him to another 
ftructure, at no great diftance from Walbrook, that is 
built in a different ftile of architeCture, and fhall leave 
him, after feeing both, to judge freely for himfelf, 
which of them he fhould prefer as objects of elegance 
and good tafte. The building I here allude to is the 
‘Temple church in the Strand. ‘This is a {mall chappel 


in the Gothic ftile, that, like the former, might, if 


viewed as a picture, be called a cabinet piece. Its di- 
menfions, of courfe, preclude the poflibility of its ever 
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the fame reafon, a tottering femblanct of fuch an arch 
formed’ ‘of wood, which would have been infinitely 
ftfonger and more fimple in'its form, if carried for- 
ward in a-fteaight line; ought to be deemed an ufelefs 
deviation from phiti fenfe'im quéit of a fancied orna- 
ment. Such, I am inclined to believe, will be, at 
fome future'period,’ the ‘decifion of pofterity concern- 
ing the atcades in this boafted piece of architeture, 
At that time the critic, with a decifivé tone, may per- 
haps obferve, thatthe ‘architet, with a wonderful 
exertion ‘of ingenuity, had -everi confrived ‘to render 
thefevairy‘eoluimns, that in One point of view feem: to 
bevinndanger of* falling from’ want of folidity, when 
viewed-in another light appear loaded and heavy. The 
arches‘ beifig: conttived to fpring from above a deep 
projeing ‘cornice, which refts upon an entablature 
and frieze, that ‘féerns’to have no continuity of con- 
ne€tion' withthe column, can only bé apparently re- 
tained: in its place -by ‘its Own gravity. Dut, in this 
cafe, the:dhebzht- of this ornament fo far exceeds its 
breadth in every diré€tion, a8 to convey no idea of fo- 
lidity front that’ citcumftance ; and, by the great pro- 
jetion of the-cornice, ‘it is rendéted {6 apparently top 
heavy, °as:to “make it feem to totter, ‘and to threaten 
the entire deftruction 6f the pile from its tumbling 
down: > The whole“entablature, when’ it is regularly 
ftretched-fpom'tolumn ‘to column, in one continued 
mafs; we have “already feen, has a neceffary tendency 
to give ftrength to the ‘pile, and. aay therefore 
be deemed a proper ornament. But, when this real 
ufe of it is forgot, and, from a blind attachment to an- 
cient forms, its mouldings are retained, while the ob- 
jet itfelfis- minced into pieces'that have no connec- 
tion with each other, it is impoflible for me to form 
an idea of any thing that can be more abfurd, or that 
of courfe can be in a falfer'taite.’ ‘The ‘vegetable birds 
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of our anceftors I eonfider as infinitely lefs ridiculous 
' than this is. 

The ftruéture, however, of which we treat, is, not- 
withftanding this apparent weaknefs,. fufliciently itrong 
for its fize. ‘The art of phineering is well calculated 
to promote deceptions of this kind; and the artilt who 
conftructed it knew the. principles of mechanics too 
well, not to give it all the ftrength that the nature of 
the materials he emplcyed was. fufceptible of. ‘The 
columns, inltead of being disjoined from the architrave, 
as they f{eem to be, are no doubt there continued of one 
piece, and only altered in form by a few mouldings 
painted on it. ‘They are, no doubt, alfo continued up- 
wards till they join a ftreight beam, running acrofs, 
over the top of the arches, which, though concealed, 
anfwers in effect the fame purpofe with the original 
architrave, on which other beams reft- that form the 
roof, on principles that have been already explained.— 
The ftructure, therefore, though in its difguifed itate 
it does appear to be weak and infufficient, when it is 
Jaid open is feen to be ftrong enough. I complain not, 
therefore, of its abfolute weaknefs, but I doubt of the 
propriety of calling it a building erected ina good tafte; 
on this fubject, however, I pretend not to decide, being 
perfectly ready to admit that every other perfon hath 
as good a right as myfelf to judge for himéelf in this 
cafe. 

I may be allowed, however, to beg the reader’s ine 
dulgence a little longer, till I conduct him to another 
ftructure, at no great diftance from Walbrook, that is 
built in a different ftile of architeCture, and fhall leave 
him, after feeing both, to judge freely for himfeif, 
which of them he fhould prefer as objects of clegance 
and good tafte. The building I here allude to is the 
‘Temple church in the Strand. This is a fmall chappel 
in the Gothic ftile, that, like the former, might, if 
viewed as a picture, be called a cabinet. piece. Its di- 
menfions, of courfe, preclude the poflibility of its ever 
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being confidered as an ‘objeét of grandeur; nor does 
the architect feem to have once thotizht of exciting 
that idea here. Neatnefs, ‘lightnefs, and delicacy are 
thete-alone atterhpted ;—and if others are ftrack with 
‘the fame ferfations I fele, when I was by chance led 
into that chappel to fhun a fhower as I paffed, they will 
‘readily admit that the artift has effected liis dim in the 
hhappieft manner. 

n this ftruéture rio internal ifolated columns are 
‘admitted ; fin this cafe, as well as the formers the read- 
er will obferve that thefe remarks refer to the interior 
alone of both ftruétures). ‘They were here unneceflary; 
as the arches fpringing from the fides alone were altos 
gether fufficdent to fupport’the whole roof; they are 
therefore here very properly omitted, as only tending 
to confine the area without caufe. 

Piliars,; howeyer, to ferve as a bafis for the arches 
that fupport the roof, and to break the plain uniformis 
ty of the will, are carried up from the ground, moulds 
ed into a delicate form, in a-manner peculiar to this 
Mile of archite€ture, but which is here more elegantly 
executed than in almoft any ftruéture of the kind I 
have feen.’ At a proper height thefe columns are 
bound by aflender fillet, that ferves merely to define 
the heighth, but not to interrupt the continuity. Above 
that the ribs, which had hitherto ftood perpendiculat 
and parallel to each other, begin beautifully to divari- 
tate, and to fpread gradually wider, in the form of 
arches, in all direétions, till they meet with fimilar 
ribs, fpringing from the other columns, that in a natu+ 
ral and eafy manner, peculiar ta this ftile of architec- 
ture, (that muft have been feen hy every perton, and 
which it is unneceflary here to deferibe,) forms the arch 
of the roof. In this ftrudture the walls are plain, or 
very little ornamented, and the-rocf entirely plain, un- 
lefs where marked by the ribs of the arches, which are 
finifhed with a delicacy of execution that exceeds any 
idea I could have formed on this head. ‘The windows 





05a 


we 


‘ — ee 


1791. GRECIAN AND GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE, 9 


too are large, the tracery in them fine, and the whole 
ftructure has fuch an air of lightnefs, elegance, and 
propriety, as made me confider it as a model of chafte- 
nefs of tafte for a building of the fize and kind that this 
is. I forbear, however, to enlarge on this fubje&; 
being perfectly fatisfied with having pointed out thefe 
two ftructures to the notice of my readers; that thofe 
who are inclined to make the experiment may have it 
in their power to compare them with each other, and 
to judge for themfelves. I have only further to add 
on this head, that the frf is fpoken of throughout all 
Europe, as one of the moft perfect model: of elegance 
in architeCture, and that the /af is never once men- 
tioned as deferving any kind of notice; fo that a man 
may have lived in London fifty years, among men of 
tafte for the fine arts, without haying ever heard it once 
named in converfation. 

It is by no means my intention here to engage in 
ftudied panegyric on the Gothic ftile of architeéture, 
or to defend every peculiarity adopted in it as excellent. 
In every human work there are imperfections; and in 
all thofe arts where fancy has room to be exercifed, 
caprice and whim will come in for their fhare ; and no 
doubt they were exercifed by thefe artifts at times, as 
by others. Writhed and contorted columns have been 
by fome of thefe artifts deemed elegant, as well as by 
Michael Angelo and Raphael Urban. Incongruities 
of this nature have even been adopted at times by men 
of the foundeft underftanding* ; and many other par- 
ticulars are, no doubt, difcoverable among the works of 


* Can any idea, for example, be more abfurd than that of building a 
bridge for the purpofe of rearing a town upon it, when there was plen- 
ty of folid ground befide it for the purpofe of rearing houfes for every 
purpofe that could be wanted? ‘Yet evemsitmlladio himifclf, though other- 
wife a man of found fenfe, adopted this chimerical notion with cager+ 
nefs, and confidered it as one of the moft fublime conceptions that had 
been devifed by man.—Nved I fay more concerning the faljibiliry of hu- 
man wifdom ? , : 
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thofe who reared Gothic ftruétures, as well as thofe 
who adopted other modes of architecture, which few 
perfons will fay are elegant, and all will condemn as 
ufelefs. All 1 with to infinuate is, that fhould the me- 
rits of the moft perfect works in this ftile of architec- 
ture, be fcanned without prejudice, it would cer- 
tainly be found not to deferve that indifcriminate abufe 
with which it has been generally loaded. In refpe¢t to 
ftrength, and convenience for the purpofes it was meant 
to ferve, it is, without any doubt, juftly entitled to the 
higheft applaufe; and even in refpeét to elegance and 
beauty, it wil perhaps be alfo found that the molt per- 
fe& ipecimens of it may, for particular purpofes, vie 
with thofe of any other mode of architecture that ever 
hath been devifed. 

I am aware of the general clamour that has been 
raifed againft the Gothic ftile of archite€ture, becaufe 
of its being faid to be loaded with a multiplicity of or- 
naments which diftraét the eye; and deftroy that fim- 


plicity which is now, perhaps juftly, thought to confti- . 


tute a very effential part of the beauty of any building. 
But though I have heard the objeétion repeatedly ur 
ged, I cannot be brought to admit that it is well found~ 
ed. On particular occafions, this no doubt has been 
the cafe. And who will deny that the fame objection 
may be urged againft particular edifices in every ftile of 
sithieeOaee ? But thisis certainly an adjuné only, and 
by no means an efential of this art. Even the external 
appearance of thefe ftructures is certainly not neceffa- 
rily affected by this peculiarity ; for the great parts of 
thefe works are bold and ftriking objeéts, naturally fuf- 
ceptible of much regularity, that if left plain, which 
they-have often been, where the tafte of the artift al- 
lowed him to perceive this kind of beauty, produce a 
reat and ftriking effect. As inftances of this majeltic 
Empl » and, as we would now call it, elegant plain- 
_neéfs, I fhall mention the eaft front of York minfter, 
and the outfide of the chaptes-houfe there, which clear- 
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ly prove, that if this plainnefs was not at all times follow 
ed, it was owing to the tafte of the times, and not te 
any inherent defect of the ftile of archite@ture, which, 
perhaps, more eafily admitted of this plain appearance, 
without degenerating into meannefs, than any other 5 
and the infide of the ‘Temple church, and of a great 
many others, clearly fhow that this kind of elegance 
was fometimes prifed, and attainable with the utmoft 
facility +. 

In thefe hafty fketches, however, I never meant to 
enter into particulars. All I aimed at was to dire& 
the attention of lovers of the fine arts towards thefe 
fabrics, in order to inveftigate fairly their beauties 
and defeéts. With this view, I cannot help thinking 
that plans, elevations, and fections of the principal 
ftructures of this kind in Europe, with well engraved 
geometrical drawings of the particular members of each 
part, and their ornaments, were carefully executed 
and publifhed, as has been done with the remains of 
Grecian ftructures, it would open a wide field for re- 
fictions in this line, and difplay beauties in ar- 
chiteéture, which, when fully underftood, would 
come to improve it as a fcience, and exalt it to a ftill 
higher degree than it has yet attained as an elegant art. 

But while I thus endeavour to vindicate that ftile of 
Gothic architeQture which has been employed in the 
conftruétion of churches, from the unmerited abufe 
with which it has too long been indiferiminately loaded, 
and to point out fome defects in particular ftruQtures in 


+ I do not s know a Gothic fabric that is loaded with a great- 
er profufion of heayy and unmeaning ornaments than the infide of the 
dome of the famous Pantheon at Rome, or the fervile, though dimuni- 
tive copy of that part of the ftrpGure in the church of St. Stephen's, 
Walbrook. But though thefe orgaments are entirely ufelefs, and ap- 
pear to our tafte at prefent heavy and incongruous, it does not follow 
that they might not have been executed quite plain, or with oraaments in 
a very different ftile, if the artifts had fo inclined, The defe& then, if 
fuch it be, is to be attributed to the undkilfuleals of the artifte, not to the 
delight of the art itfelf, 
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the Grecian ftile ; let it not be imagined that ! mean, 
in the f{malleft degree, to bring any imputation on the 
true principles of Grecian architecture confidered as an 
object of tafte. Nothing could be farther from my in- 
tention. The chafte remains of fome ancient ftruc- 
tures of this kind, as far as I am able to judge, difplay 
an elegance, a fimplicity, a grandeur, a fublimity, even 
in their external appearance, that I am inclined to be- 
lieve are unrivalled by any other ftructures that ever 
have been erected on this globe. It is not the prin- 
ciples of this ftile of archite€ture of which I complain, 
but the mifapplication of thefe principles, and the cor- 
ruptions that time, and a change of circumftances, have 
introduced. With what aftonifhment and contempt 
would an artift of the days of Pericles, could he now 
look up from the grave, behold the puerile bizarreries 
of many boafted modern ftruétures? It would be like 
Hercules looking down on the feeble attempts of chil- 
dren to adorn themfelves in his armour, and weild his 
maffy club. S. A. 


Laws oppreffive to the Highlands of Scotland. 
To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 


"Tiansz is not 2 more trite phrafe in the Englifh lan- 
guage than “ Our excellent Conftitution.” It is to be 
hoped that its admirers do not wifh us to judge of it 
by the adminiftration ef the executive departments of 
government. A candid review of the conduct of our 
rulers muft, at any period of our annals, have been fuf- 
ficient to.calm the fervour of panegyric: yet, when- 
éver a perfon ventures to complain on this fubject, he 
is certain to be traduced as a perfonal enemy to the po- 
pular.minifter of the day. There was a time when it 
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was a fort of petty treafon to queftion the virtues and 
abilities of Lord North; Mr Burke and the Man of the: 
People were alfo for many years confidered by a nume- 
rous party as at once incorruptible and infallible. At 
this time Mr Pitt is an objeét of this fort of frivolous 
veneration, and when his term of popularity has ex- 
pired, he will no doubt become, in his turn, the gene- 
ral topic of invective and reproach. 

In the clofe of my laft letter I expreffed myfelf fome- 
what ftrongly with refpect to the fituation of the inha- 
bitants in the Highlands and the weftern iflands of Scot- 
land. Inftead of general declamation I fhall now fend 
you a few extracts from the book I mentioned in the 
end of my laft letter ; and to quiet the minds of the ad- 
mirers of Mr Pitt, I thall only premife, that the whole 
abufes complained of exifted long before the commence- 
ment of his miniftry, and confequently can refle& no 
perfonal or peculiar cenfure uponhim. We have our- 
felves only to blame for the continuance of fuch abu- 
fes. And if the natives of North Britain poflefied the 
ordinary {pirit of men, it is impofflible that they could 
exift for a year longer. 

«¢ In the weftern iflands of Scotland, the expence of 
the cuftomhoufe officer to difcharge a cargo of coals 
amounts, in many cafes, to more pt four times the 
duty on the coals, and if the cargo be fmall, it will 
fometimes be more than double the prime coft of the 
coals +. 

« On the fubjec of colleéting taxes with rigour in 
Scotland, the following fact will {peak for itfelf. In 
July 1784, when I was at Greenock, a great ferment 
was excited in that place by the arrival of an excife 
officer, charged with {tri€t orders to levy from each in- 
habitant, who had a kail yard, (I ufe the expreffion of 
the country,) one guinea a year, as gardener-tax, for 





+ An Account of the prefent ftate of the Hebrides and Weftern Coafts 
ef Scotland, Introduction p. 32. 
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all the years that had elapfed fince the tax upon male 
fervants has been eftabiithed. 

* This tax the people refufed to pay; alledging, in 
the firft place, that moft of their yards were not worth 
half the annual fum charged for them, and, in the next 
place, that none of the perfons kept a gardener for 
working them, and that moft of the owners did not 
even employ a day labourer for that purpofe; the 
= people going out themfelves to dig and clean their 

ittle {pots of garden ground by way of recreation and 
amufement in the evenings, and hours of relaxation 
from labour. ‘The excife officer could find no argu- 
ment to plead in bar of thefe ; but fhowed them that 
his order was peremptory to exact it;—they as pe- 
remptorily refufed to pay it.—How the affair ended I 
cannot'tell; but afterwards, when I was at Campble- 
ton, the fame officer arrived on the fame errand, and 
met with the fame fuccefs *. 

« Aman in Skye, who had gota load of bonded 
falt, ufed the whole in curing fith, except five bufbels 
only ; but before he could recover his bond, he found 
himfelf obliged to hire a boat and fend thefe five buthels 
to Oban, which coft him upwards of Jive pounds ex- 
pences +. 

«© One would imagine that if a man paid the duty 
for his falt, he might afterwards do with it what he 
pleafed ; but this, I find, is not the cafe, Laft feafon, 
(1 784,) a veffel was fitted out in hafte at Aberdeen, to 
catch herrings that were then on the coaft : but as the 
owners of that vefiel had no duty-free falt, they were 
obliged to purchafe falt that had already paid the duty ; 
but before they were allowed to carry one ounce of this 
falt to fea, they were further obliged to give bond for 
it in the Riise Aceh as ifit had been duty-free falt f. 

«© Again, in the year 1783, Mr James M‘Donald, in 
Portree in Skye, purchafed from Leith a quantity of 


© Ibid. p. 76. + Thid. Report, p. 40. 
} Ibid. pages 41 and 42 of Report, 
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falt which had paid duty, and fhipped it by permit on 
board a veffel for Portree. It was there regularly land 
ed, and a cuftom-houfe certificate returned for the 
fame. With this falt he intended to cure fith, when he 
could catch them in thofe feas, but not having found 
an opportunity of ufing it in the year 1784, he fitted 
out, at his own expence, this feafon, (1785,) a {mall 
floop to profecute the fifheries. On board that floop 
he put fome part of this falt, and the permit along with 
it. A revenue cutter fell in with his veflel, and feized 
veffel and falt, provifions and all together +. 

«© Among other particulars the following cafe will 
fhow to what an unneceflary expence the owners of 
buffes are fubjected :—Many of the hands that are em 
ployed in the bufs fithery are natives of the weft coaft 
and ifles. Before they can enter on board a bufs they 
muft go to Greenock, Rothfay, or Campbleton, and 
there wait till they be engaged and muttered ; if at 
Greenock or Rothfay, they muft proceed to Campble- 
ton to be rendezvoufed ¢, where they may be detained 
on an average about a week or ten days before they 
can beat round the Mull of Cantyre; from thence to 
the fifhing lochs may be on an average a voyage of a fort- 
night. ‘Thus, after a month or fix weeks time idly 
fpent, the fifherman comes to the very {pot from whence 
he fet out. The fame wafte of time is made on his 
return, for which he mult be indemnified by fuperior 
wages, not to mention provifions, fpent in idle voy- 
ages §.” 

It appears, that in fpite of all this feverity, the falt- 
duty is very imperfectly collected.—“ The extent of 
the trade in fmuggied falt om thef: coafts may b: guef- 
fed at from the following faét:—A fingle perfon in 
one of the iflands owned, that in one year, he himfelf 































¢ A trifling alteration in the Iaw has taken place in regard to this par- 
ticular fince the above was written. Epit. 
¢ Ibid. pages 44 and 45, Report. § Ibid. p. 41 and 42. 
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imported into that ifland no lefs than nine hundred 
and feventy tons, which is equal to thirty-eight thou- 
fand eight hundred and eighty buthels. ‘There were 
feveral other perfons who followed the fame trade ia 
that ifland befides himfelf +.” 


As this letter has extended to a greater length than 
I expected, I hall beg leave to conclude this fubjec at 
fome future opportunity. 
Lifmore, 
Sept. 25th, 1791. 


POCOCURANTE. 


_E_—————— le Sh 


Detached Obfervations. 


Misfortunes have their feeds ; the wife man prevents 
their birth. To this end the moft minute beginnings 
muft be watched : for what at firft appears to be but 
flight, becomes, by little and little, fenfible and con- 
fiderable. ‘Thus water, which diftils from mount Tai, 
wears, in time, over the ftone a paflage, which you 
would think wrought with a chiffel. A cord drawn to 
and fro over a board many times in the fame place at 
length divides it into two pieces, as if done with a faw. 
In fine, yonder tree, which is now ten feet in circum- 
ference, was raifed from a very {mall feedling ; when 
it was young and tender, it was in all refpects flexible, 
and might have been eafily plucked up. At prefent 
what a difference! It is the fame with regard to Evil. 


See that moth, which flies inceffantly round the 
candle ; it is confumed !—Man of Pleafure behold thy 


own image. 


+ Report, p. 47. 
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thou- 
ac i : Abfiralt of the Corn AG. 
4 
{The new corn law is fo voluminous, and contains fo 
many claufes,(oecupying in all no lefs than 84 folio pages 
than of print, )as to render it a matter of great difficultyfor any 
& at one to comprehend the meaning of thewhole ofits claufes, 
: I have therefore, with a view to fave the reader of the 
Bee from this trouble, got the whole arranged and me- 
thodifed in the following abftraa&, throwing all the 
claufes that relate to any ong article together, under fix 
diftin& heads; fo that any perfon, bythe help of this 
Abftraé, can fatisfy himfelf fully of any one particular 

in a few minutes, 

The greateft care has been taken that the following ab- 
ftra& thould be perfe&ly correét; and it is believed no 
errors will be found in it.—Yet where fo much confu- 
fion prevails, and fo many repetitions occur, it is ime 
poffible to fay that no particular has efcaped due no- 
tice. If therefore, any perfon in reading the a& with 
care, fhall difcover any miftake of fuch confequence as 
to be worth remarking, it will be taken kind, if the fame 
be pointed out that they may be corrected *.] 


* To prevent miflakes, printers will pleafe to vbferve that this 
Article is enterea in St ationer’s Hall, 
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Abfira® of an AB of Parliament 31f? year of Geo. Il, 


intituled, 


“An at for regulating the importation and exporta- 
tion of corn, and the payment of the duty on foreign 
corn imported, and of the bounty om Britifh corn ex- 


This a& commences to be in force on the 15th of . 


November 1791. 

The following laws are repealed : 

*1ft James II. chap. 195 1it William and Mary, chap, 
125 5 Geo. Il. chap. 12; 10 Geo. If. chap. 39; 13 
Geo. Ill. chap. 43; 21 Geo. fl. chap. 50; and 29 
Geo. IIl. chap. §8.—Alfo all claufes of other acts of 
parliament relating to the ee yee and exportation 
of corn, flour, meal, or bread, except what relates to 


the exportation of malt.—Alfo is repealed, fo much of 
15 Charles Il. chap. 7, as prohibits the buying and 
warehoufing of corn to fell again, 

The prices at which corn may or may not be import- 
ed or exported, afd the duties and bounties that are 
payable thereon, are fhown in the following Table. 
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When the prices are under - 


d.\s. 
4 ol— 
Bounties are payable om exportation, (1) of 5 of rt 3 © 6 se 
‘When the prices are atorabove - . vale 30 ww. % tS ad 
No exportation is allowed, (11) . - 
When the prices are under - 


Duty on importation, called high duty, (Il) i is, 


When the prices are at or above - - 
Duty on importation, called 1 low duty, is 


‘When the prices are at or above : 
Duty on importation, called 2d low duty, is 


When the prices are at or under 
Duty called high duty, is 


(IV) 


When the prices are at or above f ~ 
Duty called rit low duty, is 9. 


: When the prices are at or above 


. oO 
= (Duty called ad low duty, is - * 3h 0° 3 2 
N. B. The Figures refer to the Reftridtions and Regulations in the Sequel. 


fpelled in the 1a rs 
In what relates to apuites the fame prices as govern barley govern Indian corn and maize. ¢ Beer is wrong 
4 fhould be Bear. § This boll is faid to confift. of 128 lb. Scotch Troy, or 140 lb. Avairdupois, which is an error, for 1281b. of the {01 
are equal to 139 aa-sooths Ib, of the latter. ml 
——— ie ke , 
a eee errr Pee 


On importation * from 
Ireland, or any Britifh 


colony in America 
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< I. 

Regulations concerning the Exportation of Grain, &9c. om 
Bounty. 


s Ar entry of di/cuit for exportation, the exporter 
muft miake oath at the cuftom-houfe that it was made 
of Britifb wheat. 

§ 2. No bounty to be given of a genutity of bifcuit 
lefs than two tons, over one hundred weight for each 
feaman noes the fhip ; that quantity being allow- 
ed for thips ftores. 
 § 3. The quantity of bifcuit allowed for-thips ftores 
to be included in the entry for exportation, and dedudt- 
ed therefrom by the fearching ae 

§ 4. At exportation of cotn, bond muft be given 
jointly by the exporter, the thipmafter, and a third 

tfon approved of by the collector and comptroller, 
fn treble the value of the grain, that fame fhall not be 
Janded within this kingdom, nor any of the iflands Man, 
Guernfey, Ferfey, Alderney, and Sark. This bond to be 
difcharged on certificates cane produced, within {pe« 
cified dates, proportioned to the diftance, of the grain 
having been landed ; or on proof to the fatisfa€tion of 
the commifhioners of the cuftoms being adduced, that 
fame was taken or loft at fea. 

§ 5. Before bourity on grain exported can be receiv. 
ed the following are neceflary : 

Oath of the exporter, or of his fervant, that it was 
adtually fhipt, and of Britith growth. 

Oath of the captain and owner of tlie fhip that the 
is Britifh-built, and owned and navigated according to 


law. 

Oath of the exporter that the grain, &c. was duly 
ex . 
f malt, certificate of the officer of excife that the 
malt had been fo malted as to entitle it to bounty, af- 
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ter the rate of thirty quarters of malt to twenty"quarters 
of barley. 

Thefe oaths to be adminifteted by the colle€tors and 
comptrollers of the cuftoms. 

§ 6. If a veffel be entered for exportation fhe may 
complete her loading, if done within 20 days of entry, 
on the fame terms as were in effe& at entry, though in 
the mean time the prices fhould alter. 


II. 
Articles concerning the Probibition of Grain, €'c. from 
being exported. 

§ 1. On corn, &c. being exported contrary to this 
law it is liable to forfeiture, and the exporter to a pe- 
nalty of 20s. per buthel of grain and meal, and 1s. per 
cwt. of bifcuit ; and the veffel is fubje& to feizure, un- 
lefs from the fmallnefs of the quantity or otherwife 
the mafter’s ignorance can be evinced. 

§ 2. Corn, &c. may at any time be fhipped in quantities 
fufficient for the fuftenance of the crew of the fhip 
and animals on board : likewife for victualling king’s 
fhips, forts, or garrifons, and to places and in quan- 
tities {pecified in a table which will be inferted at the 
end of this paper. 

§ 3. Beans may be exported to Briti/h forts and face 
tories in Africa, or for the ufe of Britifh thips in the 
African trade, which have been ufually fupplied there- 
with from Britain. 

§ 4. Grain may be exported to Ireland at any time 
when the ports in that kingdom are fhut againft ex. 
portation, which is to be afcertained by the announci- 
ation in the Gazette.—Bonds and oaths as ufual being 
requifite. 

Sf: Grain in warehoufes, under the joint cuftody 
of the king’s officers and the proprictor may at any 
time be exported. 
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in the fmalleft degree, to bring any “imputation on the 
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object of tafte. Nothing could be farther from my in- 
tention. ‘The chafte remains of fome ancient firuc- 
tures of this kind, as far as | am able to judge, dilplay 
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Laws oppreffive to the Hig hlands of Scotland 
To the Editor of the Bee. 


SIR, Yhomson G atlerrele? 


"Th ween is not a more trite phrafe in the Englith lan- 
guage than “ Our excellent Conititution.” It is to be 
hoped that its admirers do not with us to judge of it 
by the adminiftration of the executive departments of 
government. A candid review of the conduct of our 
rulers muit, at any period of our annals, have been fuf- 
ficient to calm the fervour of panegyric: yet, when- 
~ ever a perfon ventures to complain on this {ubje@, he 
is certain to be traduced as a perfonal enemy to the po- 
pular minilter of the day. ‘Lhere was a time when it 
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was a fort of petty treafon to queftion the virtues and 
abilities of Lord North; Mr Burke and the Man of the 
People were alfo for many years confidered by a nume- 
rous party as at once incorruptible and infallible. At 
this time Mr Pitt is an object of this fort of frivolous 
veneration, and when his term of popularity has ex- 
bi become, in his turn, the gene- 
ective and reproa h. 

my latt letter | exprefled myfelf fome- 

ipect to the frtuation of the in) 


1 chee weiter: lands of Som. 


‘ ‘ ' ; of tuch ab 
stives of N rth Orie polle fled the 


ordinary {pirit of men, Mt is up pothible that thev could 
exift for a year longer. 

In the weftern iflands of Scotland, the expence oi 
the cuftomhoufe officer to difcharge a cargo of coals 
amounts, i many ¢ ules, to more than four times the 
duty on the coals, and if the cargo be {mall, it will 
fometimes be more than double the prime coft of the 
coals +. 

« On the fubje&t of colle€ting taxes with rigour in 
Scotland, the following fact will {peak for itfelf. In 
July 1784, when I was at Greenock, a great ferment 
was excited in that place by the arrival of an excife 
officer, charged with {triét orders to levy from each in- 
habitant, who had a kail yard, (1 ufe the expreflion of 
the country,) one guinea a year, as gardener-tax, for 


+ An Account of the prefent ftate of the Hebrides and Weftern Coafls 
of Scotland, Introduction p, 32. 





{4 OPPRESSIVE LAWS. Nov, 9, 


all the years that had elapfed fince the tax upon male 
fervants ha; been eftablithed. 

« This tax the people refufed to pay; alledging, in 
the firft place, that moft of their yards were not worth 
half the annual fum charged for them, and, in the next 
place, that none of the perfons kept a gardener for 
working them, and that moft of the owners did not 
even employ a day labourer for that purpofe; the 
poor people going out themfelves to dig and clean their 
little {pots of garden ground by way of recreation and 
amufement in the evenings, and hours of relaxation 
from labour. ‘The excife officer could find no argu- 
ment to plead in bar of thefe; but fhowed them that 
his order was peremptory to exact it:—they as pe- 
remptorily refufed to pay it.—How the affair ended I 
cannot tell; but afterwards, when I was at Campble- 
ton, the fame officer arrived on the fame errand, and 
met with the fame fuccefs *. 

« A man in Skye, who had gota load of bonded 
falt, ufed the whole in curing fith, except five bufkels 
only ; but before he could recover his bond, he found 
himfelf obliged to hire a boat and fend thefe five buthels 
to Oban, which coft him upwards of five pounds ex- 
pences +. 

«© One would imagine that if a man paid the duty 
for his falt, he might afterwards do with it what he 
pleafed ; but this, I find, is not the cafe. Laft feafon, 
(1 784,) a veffel was fitted out in hafte at Aberdeen, to 
catch hertings that were then on the coaft : but as the 
owners of that vefiel had no duty-free falt, they were 
obliged to purchafe falt that had already paid the duty ; 
but before they were allowed to carry one ounce of this 
falt to fea, they were further obliged to give bond for 
it in the fame form as if it had been duty-free falt f. 

‘¢ Again, in the year 1783, Mr James M‘Donald, in 
Portree in Skye, purchafed from Leith a quantity of 


* Ibid. p. 76. + Thid. Report, p. 40. 
: ¢ Ibid. pages 41 and 42 of Repory 
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falt which had paid duty, and thipped it by:permit on 
board a veffel for Portree. It was there regularly land- 
ed, and a cuftom-houfe certificate returned for the 
fame. With this fale he intended to cure fith, when he 
could catch them in thofe feas, but not having found 
an opportunity of ufing it m the year 1784, he fitted 
out, at his own expence, this feafon, (1785,) a fmall 
floop to profecute the fifheries. On board that floop 
he put fome part of this falt, and the permit along with 
it. A revenue cutter fell in with his veffel, and feized 
veffel and falt, provifions and all together +. 

«* Among other particulars the following cafe will 
fhow to what an unneceffary expence the owners of 
buffes are fubjeéted :—-Many of the hands that are em- 
ployed in the bufs fifhery are natives of the weft coaft 
and ifles. Before they can enter on board a bufs they 
muft go to Greenock, Rothfay, or Campbleton, and 
there wait till they be engaged and muttered ; if at 
Greenock or Rothfay, they muft proceed to Campble- 
ton to be rendezvoufed ¢, where they may be detained 
on an average about a week or ten days before they 
can beat round the Mull of Cantyre; from thence to 
the fifhing lochs may be on an average a voy: age of a fort 
night. Thas, after a month or fix weeks time idly 
fpent, the fifherman comes to the very {pot from whence 
he fet out. The fame wafte of time is made on his 
return, for which he muft be indemnified by fuperior 
wages, not to mention provifions, fpent in idle voy- 
ages §.” 

It appears, that in fpite of all this feverity, the falt- 
duty is very imperfectly collected.—“ The extent of 
the trade in fmuggled falt on thefe coafts may be guef- 
fed at from the following fa&t:—A fingle perfon in 
one of the iflands owned, that in one year, he himlelf 


+ A trifling alteration in the law has taken place in regard to this par- 
ticular fince the above was written. Evir. 


t Ibid. pages 44 and 45, Report. § Ibid. p. 41 and 42. 
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imported into that ifland no lefs than niie hundred 
and feventy tons, which is equal to thirty-eight thou- 
fand eight hundréd and eighty bufhels. There were 
feveral other perfons who followed the fame trade in 


that ifland befides himfelf +.” 


As this letter has extended to a greater length than 
T expected, I fhall beg leave to conclude this fubject at 
fome future opportunity. 


Lifmore, POCOCURANTE. 
Sept. 25th, i791 






Detached Obfervations. 


Misfortunés have their feeds; the wife man prevents 
their birth: ‘To this end the moft minute beginnings 
muft be watched : for what at firft appears to be but 
flight, becomes, by little and little, fenfible and con- 
fiderable. ‘Thus water, which diftils from mount ‘Tai, 
wears, in time, over the ftone a paflage, which you 
would think wrought with a chiffel. A cord drawn to 
and fro over a board many times in the fame place at 
length divides it into two pieces, as if done with a faw. 
In iine, yorider tree, which is now ten feet in circum- 
ference, was raifed from a very {mall feedling ; when 
it was young and tender, it was in all refpects flexible, 
and might have been eafily plucked up. At prefent 
what a difference! It is the fame with regard to Evil. 


See that moth, which flies inceffantly round the 
candle ; it is confumed !—Man of Pleafure behold thy 


own im age. 


+ Report, p. 47. 
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NEW CORN ACT. 


ee 


Abft ‘7 of the Corn AG. 
[The new corn loft 


is fofoluminous, and contains fo 
many claufes,(occupying in all no lefs than 84 folio pages 
of print, )as to render it a matter of great difficulty for any 
one to comprehend the meaning of the whole ofits claufes, 
I have therefore, with a view to fave the reader of the 
Bee from this trouble, got the whole arranged and me- 
thodifed in the following abftra&, throwing all the 
claufes that relate to any one article together, under fix 
diftin& heads; fo that any perfon, by the help of this 
Abftraé&, can fatisfy himfelf fully of any one particular 
in a few minutes. 

The greateft care has been taken that the following ab- 
ftract fhould be perfectly correé ; and it is believed no 
errors will be found in it.—Yet where fo much confu- 
fion prevails, and fo many repetitions occur, it is im- 
poffible to fay that no particular has efcaped due no- 
tice. If therefore, any perfon in reading the act with 
care, fhall difcover any miftake of fuch confequence as 
to be worth remarking, it will be taken kind, if the fame 
be pointed out that they may be corrected *.] 


* To prevent miftakes, printers will pleafe to obferve that thig 
ar-icle is entered in Stationer’s Hall. 
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Abfirad of an AG of Parliament 317 year of Geo. I]. 


intituled, 


Ax act for regulating the importation and exporta- 
tion of corn, and the payment of the duty on foreign 
corn imported, and of the bounty on Britifh corn ex- 
ported.” 

This a€& commences to be in force on the 15th of 
November 1791. 

The following laws are repealed : 

1i: James Il. chap. 1g; 14t William and Mary, chap. 

12; 5 Geo. Il. chap. 12; 10 Geo. III. chap. 39; 13 
Geo. III. ¢hap. 43; 21 Geo. II. chap. 50; and 29 
Geo. III. chap. 58.—Alfo all claufes of other acts of 
parliament relating to the importation and exportation 
of corn, flour, meal, or bread, except what relates to 
the exportation of malt.—Alfo is repealed, fo much of 

15 Charles II. chap. 7, as prohibits the buying and 
warchoufing of corn to fell again. 

The prices at which corn may or may not be import- 
ed or exported, and the duties and bounties that are 
payable thereon, are fhown in the following ‘Table. 
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d. § | 
When the prices are under . - 44 0| — — |— |:28 of — ‘ane - 6 pow | ~-— s + fo 
Bounties are payable on exportation, (1) of 5 Olt 611 Bt hes? Or om om “|p. ™ 
When the Prices are at or above 46 0 


° 
No exportation is allowed, (11) 


When ithe prices are under - ° 
Duty on importation, called high duty, (11!) is, 


When the prices are at or above - 
Duty on importation, called 1ft low duty, is 


When the prices are at or above + 
Duty en importation, called 2d low duty, is 


When the prices are at or under 
Duty called high duty, is 


When the prices are at or ass 
Duty called rft low duty 


wy in America.(1V ) 


2 importation from 


Ireland, or any Britifo 


©) + When the prices are at or above 52 Oo; — -- 35 o| — 
( Duty called 2d low duty, is : °o 610 2}0 4 ee) ee 3} 
aed _ i ' 
N. B. The Fignres refer to the Reftrictions and Regulatians in the Sequel. 
i t Beer is wrong fpelled in the law; 
+ In what relates to importation the fame prices as govern barley rern Indian corn and maize ¢ Beer is wro1 & Spe n the lav 
fhou'!d be Bear. § 'Lhis boll is 


§ faid to confitt of 128 Ib. Scotch T roy, or 140 lb, Avoirdupots, which is an crron, | 
are equal to 139 22-1ooths lb. of the latter. 


cole 
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I. 


Regulations concerning the Exportation of Grain, ec. on 
Bounty. 


§1 Ar entry of 4;/cuit for exportation, the exporter 
muft make oath at the cuftom-houfe that it was made 
of Britifh wheat. 

§ 2. No bounty to be given on a quantity of bifcuit 
lefs than ¢wo tons, over one hundred weight for each 
feaman navigating the fhip ; that quantity being allow- 
ed for fhips ftores. 

§ 3. The quantity of bifcuit allowed for fhips ftores 
to be included in the entry for exportation, and deduct- 
ed therefrom by the fearching officer. 

§ 4. At exportation of corn, bond muft be given 
jointly by the exporter, the fhipmafter, and a third 
perfon approved of by the collector and comptroller, 
in treble the value of the grain, that fame thall not be 
landed within this kingdom, nor any of the iflands Maz, 
Guernfey, Ferfey, Alderney, and Sark. This bond to be 
difcharged on certificates being produced, within f{pe- 
cified dates, proportioned to the diftance, of the grain 
having been landed ; or on proof to the fatisfaction of 
the commifhoners of the cuftoms being adduced, that 
fame was taken or loft at fea. 

5. Before bounty on grain exported can be receiv- 
ed the following are neceflary : : 

Oath of the exporter, or of his fervant, that it was 
actually fhipt, and of Britifh growth. 

Oath of the captain and owner of the fhip that the 
is Britifh-built, and owned and navigated according to 
law. 

Oath of the exporter that the grain, &c. was duly 
exported. 

If malt, certificate of the officer of excife that the 
malt had been fo malted as to entitle it to bounty, af- 
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ter the tate of thirty quarters of malt to twenty quarters 
of barley. 

Thefe oaths to be adminiftered by the collectors and 
comptrollers of the cuftoms. 

§ 6. If a veflel be entered for exportation fhe may 
complete her loading, if done within 20 days of entry, 
on the fame terms as were in effect at entry, though in 
the mean time the prices fhould alter. 


Il. 


Articles concerning the Probibition of Grain, Fc. from 
being exported. 


§ 1. On corn, &c. being exported contrary to this 
law it is liable to forfeiture, and the exporter to a pe- 
nalty of 20s. per bufhel of grain and meal, and 1s. per 
cwt. of bifcuit ; and the veffel is fubje& to feizure, un- 
lefs from the fmallnefs of the quantity or otherwife 
the mafter’s ignorance can be evinced. 

§ 2. Corn, &c. may at any time be fhipped in quantities 
fufficient for the fuftenance of the crew of the thip 
and animals on board; likewife for victualling king’s 
fhips, forts, or garrifons, and to places and in quan- 
tities {pecified in a table which will be inferted at the 
end of this paper. 

§ 3. Beans may be exported to Briti/h forts and fac- 
tories in Africa, or for the ule of Briti/b thips in the 
African trade, which have been ufually {upplied there+ 
with from Britain. 

§ 4. Grain may be exported to Ireland at any time 
when the ports in that kingdom are fhut againft ex- 
portation, which is to be afcertained by the annouiici- 
ation in the Gazette.—Bonds and oaths as ufual being 
requifite. 

§ 5. Grain in warehoufes, under the foint cuftody 
of the king’s officers and the proprietor may at any 
time be exported. 
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ITT. 
Articles concerning the Importation of Corn, &c. 

§ 1. No ground corn, except wheat flour, wheat 
meal, and cat-meal, nor any malt to be imported, un* 
der forfeiture of it and the fhip. 

§ 2. Grain may, at importation, be landed at any 
port where there is a cuftom-houfe, or of which the 
King in Council fhall approve, without payment 6f 
duty, and lodged in a warehoufe provided by the pro- 
prietor, of which the King’s officers are to keep one 
key and the proprictor another; aiid the proprietor 
fhall have accefs to it, for the fake of taking care of it, 
when he finds it needful : On fuch occafions, an officer 
of the cuftoms, paid by the King, fhall always attend. 

§ 3- Corn warchouted as above may be taken out 
of the warehoufe without payment of any thing, and 
exported, or tranfported to any port where fuch grain 
is importable on low duties, ‘Acre paying fuch cuties $ 
bond being given, with cautionry in trebie the value, 
that it fhall be fo exported or tran{fported. 

§ 4. Corn warehoufed as above may at any time be 
taken out of cuftedy, on payment of the duties at the 
time payable on fuch grain, if impotted; and in addi- 
tion thereto, the duties {pecificd in the table, as fir? low 
duties ; the corn, in fuch cafe, being meafured and de- 
livered out of the warchoufe, and account taken in like 
manner as if taken out of a fhip at importation. 

§ 5. If a hhip arrive at a port where high duties are 
payable, fhe may proceed to one where low duties are. 

§ 6. Corn, &c. may at any time, be put into light= 
ers at Grangemouth, or in the Clyde, to be carried 
by the Glafgow Canal, or river Clyde, to any port where 
low duties are payabie, entry and report thereof being 
previoully made at the port where it arrived, and bond 
with cautionary given in, treble the amount of the Aigh 
duties on fuch grain, and 4o thillings per boll of oat 
meal, that it fhail be deitvered at the port of deftina- 
tion, (nu fee or ftamp-duty being chargeable on Laid 
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bond.) Of all which the collector and comptroller 
fhall give a certificate and a warrant to accompany the 
grain. ‘The tranfhipment muft be completed within - 
fix days after the arrival, and the bond mutt be dif- 
charged per certificate from the officer at the landing 
port within two months of the date thereof. 
IV. 
Articles relating to the importation of grain, c. from 
Ireland, ail the Britifh Colomes in pet ica. 

§ 1. Corn, &c. to be importable from Ireland on 
the terms mentioned in the table, only, if there fhall 
be a law in Ireland permitting Britifh corn to be 
imported there on fame terms; and that to take place 
three months after fame fhall have been anounced in 
the Gazette. 

§ 2. On corn, &c. being imported from Ireland, or 
the Britifh Colonies in America on the terms {pecifted 
in the table: the captain of the fhip muft bring along 
with him a certificate from the officer of the cuftoms 
at the port of fhipping, exprefling the quantity on 
board, and in the bills of loading, and the names of 
the exporter, and of the perfon making oath that the 
grain was of the growth of the country whence ex- 
ported, to which certificates the fhipmafter muft fwear} 

V. 
Regulations concerning the Tranfportation of Grain 
from one Part of the Kingdom to another. 

§ 1. No corn, &c. to be tranfported from a port 
where fuch corn is not exportable to one where it is 
exportable, under forfeiture. 

§ 2. When corn, &c. is tranfported coaftwife from 
a port where exportation is not allowed, there fhall, in 
addition to the ufual coaft-bond on goods, be one 
given, that fame fhall not be landed at any Britith 
port whence it may at that time be exported. 

§ 3. Corn, &c. may be landed at a port where ex- 
portation is allowed, if at the fhipping thereof the ex- 
portation was prohibited, at the port where it was to be 
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Janded, though the prices fhould, in the mean time, 
have fallen there fo as to admit of exportation. 


VI. 
General Regulations, and thofe regarding the afcertaina 
ing of the Prices for the Purpofes of this A, Sc. 
§ 1. The maratime parts of England * are divided 
into the following diftricts : 
1. London, Effex, Kent and Suffex. 
2. Counties of Suffolk and Cambridge. 
3- Norfolk. 
4- Lincolnfhire, Eaft and North Riding of York- 
me, and town and county of Kingfton upon 
ull. 
5. Counties of Durham and Northumberland, and 
town of Berwick upon Tweed. 
6. Counties of Cumberland and Weftmoreland, 
4. Counties of Lancafhire and Chefhire. 
8. Counties of Flint, Denbigh, Anglefea, Carnar- 
von and Marioneth. 
9. Counties of Cardigan, Pembroke, Carmarthen, 
and Glamorgan. 
10. Counties Gloucefter, Sommerfet, and Monmouth, 
and city and county of Briftol. — 
11. Counties of Devon and Cornwall. 
12. Counties of Dorfet and Hants. 


Scotland is divided into the following Diftriéts. 

13. Counties of Fife, Kinrofs, Clackmannan, Stir- 
ling, Linlithgow, Edinburgh, Hadington, Ber- 
wick, Roxburgh, Selkirk and Peebles. 

14. Counties of Dumfries, Wigton and Ayr, and 
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. 

15. Counties of Argyle, Dumbarton, Lanark, Ren- 

frew and Bute, and the weftern ports, and ifles 

of Invernefsthire, and Rofsthire. 


* Should be Englagd and Wales, 
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16. The remains of the counties of Rofs and Inver- 
nefs, and counties of Orkney, Shetland, Caith- 
nefs, Sutherland, Cromarty, Nairn, Elgin, 
Banff, Aberdeen, Kincardine, Forfar, and 
Perth, 

In all parts of each of thefe diftri€ts the importation, 
exportation, &c. is to be the fame. 

2. The Lords of the Treafury to appoint a perfon 
to be receiver of corn returns, who is to take tuitabie 
oaths. ‘The proprietors of corn exchange, or failing 
them, the lord mayor and aldermen of London are 
to appoint a perfon, not a corn dealer or factor, to be 
infpector of corn returns, and if need be, a temporary 
deputy in[pector of corn returns for London, who are to 
take fuitable oaths, and give fecurity for their good be- 
haviour. 

And the juftice of the peace, or lord mayors of the 
towns forming a county of themfelves, are to appoint 
a fimilar in/pector of corn returns in each of the princi- 
pal towns (enumerated in the act) of the aforemen- 
tioned ditri€ts. The funétions of which offices are 
explained in the fequel. 

$3 3. Every corn dealer and factor in the towns 

here there are infpe@tors of corn returns, mult, un- 
pn a penalty, fign a written declaration, that he thall 
tranf{mit weekly to the infpeCtor of corn returns, an 
account of all the Britifh corn and oat meal fold by 
him, mentioning the prices and the buyers. ‘Thefe 
returns are to be recorded by the infpectors, but kept 
private from every one except the receiver of the corn 
returns, or by a written order from the mayor, alder- 
men of London, and towns forming a county of them- 
felves, or juftices of peace of other counties. ‘The in- 
fpector of corn returns is to tranfmit fame weekly to 
the receiver of corn returns, who {hall forthwith 
make up therefrom, an account of the average prices 
of grain, &c. for each diftrit, and tranfmit fame to 
the collectors of cultoms in all the fea port towns, by 

Vou. VI. p 
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which they are to regulate the exportation of corn and 

the bounty. 

The inipeCtors and receiver of corn returns to make 
up in like manner within feven days after the 15th 
day of November, 15th February, 15th May, and 
15th Auguft every year, an account of the average 
prices for the fix preceding weeks. Oats and oat 
meal excepted, in London, the average price of thefe 
in that city, and the reft of that diftri€t being to be 
taken from the returns of the ¢we/ve preceding weeks. 
Which account the receiver of returns is to tranfmit 
tothe cuftom-houfes to regulate the import till the 
next quarter day. 

§ 4. All grain brought into the Thames eaftward of 
London bridge, and fold, and delivered, is to be fub- 
jected to a duty, Britifh, of 1d per laft of 10 qrs.— 
on Foreign, of 2d per do. Which duty is to be col- 
leéted by the infpector of corn returns ; and is to be 
applied as follows : 

1. Salaries of the infpector and occafional deputy in- 
fpectors of corn returns, together not below 
100]. nor above 2o00l. per annum. 

2. Expence of infpe€tors chamber or office. 

3- Balance to be paid into the cultoms. 

The lord mayor and aldermen to examine the 
infpector of corn returns’s accounts, and enforce 
payment of faid duty once a quarter. 

§ 5. The theriff depute of each county in Scotland 
fhall fummon, on the 15th of Sept. 1791, and on the 
15th of every fucceeding month, or within three days 
thereof, a jury of not more than 7, or lefs than 5, good 
inhabitants of the county, not dealers or factors in 
corn to fell again, of which jury two to be freeholders, 
orcommiflioners of fupply, two farmers of land, and 
the remainder reputable inhabitants of fome town in 
the county. 

Thefe are to make up, from the evidence of perfons 
fkilled in the prices of corn, fummoned for that pur- 
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_pofe by the fheriff-depute, a ftate of the prices of grain 
and oatmeal, for each of the four weeks preceding, by 
the meafures in ufe in the county. Same account, and 
a converfion into the price per Winchefter bufhel, to be 
tran{mitted by the fheriff-depute to the receiver of corn 
returns at London. 

Said proof to be taken for Lanark at Glafgow; for 
Paifley at Renfrew; for Caithnefs at Thurfo, and the 
county town of each other county. 

The depofitions of the perfons furnifhing the evi- 
dence to the juries to be recorded by the theriff clerk, 
and given to any perfon demanding them, on paying 
extracting fees. 

The receiver of corn returns to enter thefe in record, 
compute the average price in each diftri€t ten days af- 
ter the 15th of November, and every fucceeding month, 
and tran{mit fame forthwith to the cuftomhoufes in each 
diftrit in Scotland, by which the Exportation Bounties 
fhall be regulated, till next fuch account fhall be received. 

The receiver of corn returns to make up, in like 
manner, within ten days after 15th November, 15th 
February, 15th May, and 15th Auguft, each year, an 
account of the average prices in each diftri€t in Scot- 
land, for the preceding fix weeks, to be tranfmitted in 
like manner as the monthly accounts to the cuftom- 
houfes, by which the Importation and Duties are to be 
governed. 

§ 6. The average prices are, for the fake of informa- 
tion, to be taken in the inland counties of England, 
(enumerated in the aét,) nearly in the fame manner as 
the maritime counties. (See § 3.) Thefe to be tran{mit- 
ted to the receiver of the corn returns, who fhall pub- 
lifth them, as well as the avarage prices of the maritime 
diftrits, in the Gazette, in the manner that the Lords 
of Council fhall direét. 

§ 7. If returns fhould not be made from all the coun- 
ties in each diftri€t, thofe from two-thirds of the coun- 
ties in each fhall be fufficient for forming the regulat- 

D2 
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ing average: if the returns fhould not come from two-. 
thirds of the counties of each diftri€t, the average fhall 
be ftruck from the prices of the whole kingdom. 

§ 8. If the average prices of the whole kingdom be at 
any time when the parliament is not fitting, higher 
than to permit importation on the low duties, from 
places not colonies, the King in Council may prohibit for 
a limited.time all exportation, and permit a general im- 
portation on the loweft duties payable at that time in 
any part of the kingdom, and recal fuch prohibition or 
permiffion, if circumftances induce him thereto; but if 
fuch importation be allowed, it muft remain in force for 
three months after the date of the order; and fuch fre- 
hibition thall not extend to grain warehoufed 

§ 9. The falaries of the infpe€tors of corn returns in 
England are to be paid quarterly, out of the county 
rates ; and in fuch towns as are counties of themfelves, 
out of the poor’s rates, after the rate of 5s. for each 
return in the maritime towns, and 2s. in the inland 
towns, or more, if the mayor or juftices think them, 
on account of their trouble, deferving of it. 

in Scotland, theriff-deputes to receive out of the 
county cefs 20s. for each monthly return, to defray 
charges. 

Al! thefe to be repaid annually by the receiver gene- 
ral, out of the duties arifing from corn. 

§ All corn to be meafured and computed by the 
W Finche fter bufhel, being 1-8th of a quarter *, and a 
ftandard to he kept in each town from which returns 
are to be made. If corn be fold by weight, the follow- 


<i> 


ing quantities hall be confidered equal to a buthel : 
Whe: 57 } 

; 55 | . 
Larley, . 49 } Ib. Avoirdupoife. 
Bear, or Bigg, 42 | 
Oats, - 38 J 


* This bufhel contains 2,150 cubical inches, and 42-rcoths parts 
ofan inch, [This is not mentioned in the act.) 





act 

We 
bur 
offe 
cep 

ini] 
‘ 

tue 

witl 
laid 
the 

the 
d 
little 
mecic 
palit 
mor 


1791. NEW CORN ACT. 29 


And in computation, the following quantities of ground 
corn fhall be confidered equal to a buthel: 
Wheat-meal, - - 56) 


Wheat-flour, - 45 

Rye-meal, - - §2: F , 

" 22 $ Ib. Avoirdupoife. 
Barley- meal, - - 48! 

Bear-meal, - - ql 


Oat-meal, - - 22 

§ 11. Wheat flour that does not pafs through acloth, 
commonly called a fourteen fbilling cloth, to be confi- 
dered as wheat. meal. 

§12. The infpectors of corn returns are to. make a 
comparifon betwixt the meafure in ufe in each county 
and Winchefter meafure, hang fame up in fome public 
place in town, and tranfmit it to the receiver of corn 
returns. 

§ 13. All former laws for fecuring the revenue, not 
particularly altered by this, not to be affected thereby. 

§ 14. No fee to be taken for oaths adminiftered ac- 
cording to this law. 

§ 15. Aé€tions for penalties incurred by virtue of this 
act are to be fued for in any of the Courts of Record at 
Weftminfter, or in the Court of Exchequer at Edin- 
burgh refpectively, in the fame manner as penalties for 
offences againft other laws refpecting the revenue, ex- 
cept penalties incurred by corn dealers or factors, and 
raya w of returns, which are to be fued for before 

1c jultices of peace of the county. 

§ 16. All aétions brought againit any perfon by vir- 
tue of this act, for any thing done, muft be brought 
within three months of the thing done, and the action 
laid within the county. And if the verdict be given for 
the defendant, or the plaintiff difcontinue the aétion, 
the defendant to have treble cofts. 

N. B. There are feveral fubordinate reculations, of 
little i importance to the public ; ; and fome provifions for 
imcidents previous to the rsth Nov. 1791, which I have 
pafled over as not of confequence enough to take up 


more room with them. 





ON MANUFACTURES. 


On the falutary Eff ts of Manufa&ures. 


A fimple fcene! yet hence Britannia fees 

Her folid grandeur rife : hence fhe commands 

Th’ exalted ftores of every brighter clime, 

The treafures of the fun without his rage : 

Hence, fervent all, with culture, toil, and arts, 

Wide glows her land: her dreadful thunder hence 

Rides o’er the waves fublime, 

Hence! rules the circling deep, and awes the world 
THOMSON. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


Sir, 


I READ with very unpleafing fenfations Fagues’ letter 
on agriculture, vol. 2d, page 141, in which he fays, 
«© Manufactures lay a certain foundation for future 
mifery and wretchednefs by the introduction of vice 
under every form,” and particularizes cotton mills.— 


When I read that paper, I could fay nothing on this 
fubject ; but was agreeably furprifed, lately, in feeing 
Lanark cotton mills, as I had been made to expect to 
fee fomething in the circumftances of the people em- 
ployed in manufactures, which introduced vice among 
them in a peculiar degree. 

‘The advantages refulting to a nation from manufac- 
tures are many, and might’ eafily be enlarged upon; 
but that I may not draw this paper to too great 2 
length, I fhall briefly ftate a few faéts which I have 
lately come to the knowledge of, introducing them 
with the advantages derived from them. 

1ft, ‘The public are relieved from a burden, which 
if not quickly alleviated, behoved, in a fhort time, to 
become a very great incumbrance, viz. the mainte- 
nance and education of deftitute children. 

Upwards of 130 children have gone from Edinburgh 
charity work-houfe, and about 40 from St. Cuthbert’s 
to Lanark mills, and about 40 from Edinburgh cha- 
rity work-houfe to StanJey, within thefe 12 months. 
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ad, Many, who, if they had not been dependent 
on their refpective parifhes, would, at beft, have 
been in a very ftraitened and miferable fituation, are 
brought into eafy and comfortable circumftances. I 
faw fome who came from the north of Scotland and 
went to Lanark mills fometime ago in a dirty and 
tattered condition, dreffed in clean and neat clothes ; 
and their robuft appearance and chearful countenances 
befpoke the plenty they enjoy. 

3d, Many who would have been expofed to all the 

evil effects of idlenefs, are enured to habits of induftry 
by fuch manufactures, and thus, thofe who would 
have been not only ufelefs but hurtful members of fo- 
ciety, do both fupport themfelves, and furnith their 
quota to the general welfare. I faw authority main- 
tained ftrictly, which is abfolutely neceflary where 
there is fuch a multitude, yet without feverity: and 
obedience was yielded with an alacrity and chearfulnefs, 
which indicated that they who were under authority 
were pleafed with their fituation. 

4th, Many are inftructed by this means who other- 
wife, it is to be feared, would have been immerfed 
in ignorance by their parents being unable to inftru¢t 
them, and as unable to pay for their inftruction, or 
perhaps, by diftance, being deprived of the opportu- 
nity of attending fehool. ‘The proprietor of Lanark 
Miils pays two teachers for inftructing fuch children 
as are boarded with him; and if the children of fuch 
people about the work as are poor, or have large fami- 
lies, are not taught gratis, (of which I am uncertain) 
they have the means of inftruction near them, and. for 
a low fee. 

And as an encouragement to application, and a fti- 
mulus to emulation, premiums are given to fuch as 
have made the greateft proficiency. 

It may perhaps be’thought that matters are repre- 
fented too favourably here; but I think what follows 
is 2 corroboration of all that is faid. Such good ac- 
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counts had come from the children who went to La- 
nark from Edinburgh work-houfe the end of laft year 
and beginning of this, of the happinefs of their fitua- 
tion; that thofe who went away this month left Edin- 
burgh with the greateft chearfulnefs. 

Thefe few fats. convince me that \Fagues muft be 
miftaken as to what he afferts, or that Lanark mills 
are much better conducted than any he has feen or 
heard of. If this, with other manufaétures, has no 
dire&t tendency to meliorate the heart, as Jaques alf- 
ferts agriculture has, fure I am, it of itfelf, has no 
dire tendency to viciate it. ‘That profligacy will ap- 
pear in all fuch places I have no doubt; but this pro- 
ceeds from the great fource of all the mifery of man, 
the natural depravity of his heart *. Where men are 
moft numerous, their depravity is moft confpicuous. 
This, I think, proves that the human mind only 

an opportunity to difcover itfelf; and confe- 

quently that, if the hufbandman is apparently lefs vi- 
cit us than the m: mufacturer, it is to be afcribed to 
his want of opportunity to difcover his difpofition. 
This alfo proves that Fagues’ argument condemns the 
{tate of fociety in general, no lefs than the eftablith- 
ment of particular manufactures. 

As_a well-wiflier to ‘agriculture, I wifh fuccefs to 
the manufactures of Britain, being perfuaded that 
their fuccefs infures that of sgticehutys as Criticus 
has concifely and clearly fhewn vol. iv. page 1o1. 

“INSPEC ror. 


* Might not this be as juftly attributed to the natural defire that all 
animals feel to participate in enjoyments which come within their view, 


end which tl n in Life of the bulk of mankind does not en able 
ia 
dit. 


them honefily to attai 





1791. POETRY. 25 


——oOOODrSSSSSS=a_=""2""_"_Z_Z:A_ ey 


Hofpitality and Gratitude. An Allegoric Tale. 
By the Rev. F. Tyfon, 


Daax was the night, and keen the north-eaft blew, 
Whilft defolation ’crofs the welkin flew,— 

When o’er a plain, unfriended and unknown, 

A haplefs nymph fought her fad way alone ; 

*Wilder’d fhe journey’d, in a woe-fraught plight, 

Till the percetv’d a taper’s twinkling light ; 

To the bleis'd fpot, with mended pace, the bore, 

And reach’d fair Hofpitality’s benignant door. 

The nymph, who knew what charms {weet founds convey, 
Sounded her pipe, and artlefs fung this lay : 


* Ah! Thou who own’ft this manfion, 
*¢ Attend a wand’rer’s prayer ; 
* Give—kindly give me refuge 
“ From this inclement air. 


They little know the anpuifh, 

**' (Whom beds of down invite), 
Of thofe, who o’er the wild heath 
‘* Bemoan a winter’s night. 


Tho’ hoarfe the watch-dog threatens, 
“ And loud the owkets {cream ; 

Yet let compaflion’s radiance 

*¢ Athwart thy bofom beam. 


So in the hour of peril, 

“ When dangers hover near, 
The God who virtue prizes, 
“ Will to thy aid appear.” 


Rude was the ftrain, but fuch as caught the ear 
Of the good dame, who reign’d fole miftrefs there ; 
With pleafing fpeech‘fhe afkd the nymph her nante, 
Of whom defcended, ‘and from whence fhe came. 
The nymph replied, ** I’m fortune’s haplefs child, 
“ Left unproteéted on this dreary wild, 

Vol. VI. D 
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So oft remov'd, I fcarce know whence I came; 
But my heart’s good, and Gratitude’s my name. 
Won by the down-caft look, the modeft grace, 
And pafling bluthes of her beauteous face ; 
“ Enter, faid Hofpitality, this door, 
*¢ Nor know thou grief, nor care, nor anguifh more, 
s¢ Here end thy wand’rings, here relieve thy toil, 
*¢ And plant thy virtues in a milder foil ; 
«© Chear thy meek {pirit, and forget thy tale, 
“ Take refuge here from each opprefling gale ; 
« Forget the wint’ry wafte,—the piercing ftorm, 
“¢ Alas! ill fuited to thy gracious form,— 
“ And reft with me—lI much to goodnefs owe, 
‘¢ For heavenly bleflings lent me here below.” 
This faid, fhe ftretcbes out her hand to raife 
The nymph, now melting ’twixt fond love and praife ; 
Who thus (untinétur’d by difguife or art) 
Pour’d out the feelings of her grateful heart : 
“6 May the foft encreafe of affeétion’s balm 
% Rejoice your goodnefs, and my forrows calm ; 
“¢ May mutual love and happinefs increafe, 
‘¢ And all our future hours be hours of peace ; 
“ Connetted thas by every virtuous tie, 
s We'll loving live, and undivided die !” 

Thus to each other bound in facred love, 
Their mutual helps their fweeteft pleafures prove ; 
Their cares: divided, and their joys the fame, 
Confirm their union in “ true friendfhip’s” name ; 
Thus hand in had they meekly tread the road 
That leads to pureit blifs—the blifs with Gop! 

Thornbill. 


aoa 
On the sucxs of the Prefent Day. 


Sreancs are the fathions that prevail; 
Ome wears a quene, one docks his tail ; 
And yet in both alike we find 

A lamentable want of mind. 





The following Lines are extraGed from an Old Scottifb Poem 
which is very fcarce, and feems io have eluded the refearch 
of the moft induftrious collettors, It is entitled, 

“© Ane — callit the Court of Venus, devidit into four 
6 Buikis, newlie compylit be Fohn Rolland in Dalkeith. Im- 
“ prentit at Edinburgh be John Ros, M.D.LXXV. Cum 
“ Privilegio regali.” 

Laus Veneris. 


Oor fra the fplene with cordiall amouris, 
Great falufingis, with greitings full of gloir: 
Laude, reverence, helth, vertew, and honouris, 
With all havingis that may ane corps decoir, 
To the, Venus, I rander evermoir. 
And nocht caufles: with fuperabundant 
Mirth, melodie, thow dois my heart refloir, 
As invincent victour, and triumphant. 


For to remane into memoriall 

Thy name and fame in chronick and {criptour, 
I fall gar prent to keip perpetuall, 

As is the aétis of the greit conquerour. 
O Venus Quene, of all Quenes the flour, 

Adres my {preit, that I may fay fumthing, 
Within this gairth to thy laude and honour, 

The to falute, and thy fone Cupid King. 


My fpreitis thay feir, for dreid my hart dois quaik, 
My toung trimblis half in ane extafie, 
Fra my febill and faint ingine to tak, 
And to defcrive the greit nobilitie, 
And tendernes that dois remane in the ; 
The proverb is, gude will fould be payment, 
Becaus the toung can nocht keip unitie, 
As wald the hart now to purpoife I went. 


The poem is, upon the whole, a curious picture of the man- 
ners of the age, with that ftrange jumble of the Pagan Mytho- , 
logy and the Chriftian Religion, of which we fee fo many exe 
amples in the works of Milton. © 


PHILALBAN, 





THE EPHEMERON. 


THE EPHEMERONs 


Letter from Dr Franklin to a Lady in France. 


You may remember, my dear friend, that when we lately 
fpent that happy day, in the delightful garden and {weet fo- 
ciety of the Moulin Joly, I ftept a little in one of our walks, 
and ftaid fome time behind the company. We had been 
fhown numberlefs fkeletons of a kind, of little fly, called an 
Ephemera, whole fucceflive generations, we were told, were 
bred and expired within the day. I happened to fee a living 
company of them on a leat, who appeared to be engaged in 
converfation. You know I underftand all the inferior animal 
tongues :- my too great application to the ftudy of them is the 
beft excufe I can give -for the little-‘progrefs I have made in 


your charming language. © 1 liftened through curiofity to the | 


difcourfe of thele little creatures ; but as they, in their -natio- 
nal vivacity, fpoke three or four together, I could make but 
little of their converfation. 1 found, however, by fome broken 
expreflions that I heard now and then, they were difputing 
warmly on the merit of two foreign muficians, one a cou/in, 
the other a mufcheto* ; in which difpute they {pent their time, 
feemingly as regardlefs of the fhorinefs of Jife, as if. they had 
been fure of living a month. Happy people! thought I, you 
Jive certainly under a wife, juft, and mild government, fince 
you have no public grievances to complain of, nor any fubjet 
of contention, but the-perfeftions or imperfeétions of foreign 
mufic. I turned my head from them. to an eld grey-headed 
ane, who was fingle on another leaf, and talking to himfelf. 
Being amufed with his foliloquy, I have put it down in writ- 
ing, in hopes it will likewife amufe her to whom I am fo 
much indebted for the moft pleafing of all amufements, her 
delicious company and heavenly harmony. “ It was,” fays he, 
“ the opinion of learned phjlofophers of our race, who ived 
and flourithed long before my time, that this vaft world, the 
Moulin Foly, could not itfelf fubfift more than eighteen hours: 
and I think there was fome foundation for that opinion, fince, 
by the apparent motion of the great luminary, that gives life 
to all nature, and which in my time has evidently declined 
confiderably towards the ocean at the end of our earth, it muft 


* Two kinds of flies fo called. 
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then finifi its courfe,—be extinguifhed in the waters that 
furround us—and leave the world in cold and darknefs, ne- 
ceflarily producing univerfal death and deftruétion. 1 have 
lived feven of thefe hours, a great age, being no lefs than 420 
minutes of time. How very few of us continue fo long! I 
have feen generations born, flourifh and expire. My prefent 
friends are the children and ,grand children of the friends of 
my youth, who’are now, ~alas! no more, and I muft foon 
follow them; for by the courfe of nature, though ftill in health, 
I cannot expect to live abeve feven or eight minutes longer. 
What vow avails all.my toil and labour in amafling honey- 
dew on this leaf, which I cannot Jive to enjoy! What, the 
political {truggles L have been engaged in, for the good of my 
compatriot inhabitants of this buth, or my -philofophical {ta- 
dies for the benefit of .our race in general ! for in politics (what 
can laws do without morals?) our prefent race of ephemera 
will, ina courfe of minutes, become corrupt, like thofe of other 
andolder bufhes, and confequently as wretched : and in philofo- 
phy, how fmall our progrefs,! alas! art is long, and life is fhort. 
My friends would comfort me with the idea of a name, . they 
fay I fhall leave behind me; and they tell me I have lived 
long enough to nature and to glory. But what will fame be 
to an Ephemera who no longer exifts! and what will become 
of all hiftory in the eighteenth hour, when the world itfelf, 
even the whole Moulin oly, thall come to its end and be 
buried in univerfal ruin ? To me, after all my eager purfuits, 
no folid pleafures now remain, but the refleétion of a long life 
{pent in meaning well, the fenfible converfation of a few good 
lady Ephemerz, and now and then a kind {mile and a tune 
from the ever amiable brilliant.” 


Intelligence > ile Arts. 


TAR. 


"Tue virtues of this valuable fubftance in preferving wood 
from corruption, for which the public are indebted to Lord 
Dundonald, are now eftablifhed by fuch a variety of decifive 
€xperiments, as can leave no room for doubt in the mind of 
any perfon who will take the trouble to examine them. - One 
¢xperiment of this kind is however fo decifive, and fo eafy to 
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be authenticated to the fatisfaétion of every perfon in this 
country who withes to be informed, that I cannot deny my- 
felf the fatisfaétion to mention it: The fhip RofelJle, now ly- 
ing in Leith harbour, has made three voyages to the Weft 
Indies, after having been payed with coal tar, without having 
received any damage from worm’. To have fecured this veffel 
equally effectually, the muft have been new fheathed with fir- 
plank at every voyage, which muft have coft the’ owners a 
good many hundred pounds. 


FIRE CLAY. 


Lorp Duxponacp continues his chemical refearches with un- 
wearied afliduity. Among other xdifcoveries which promife to 
redound to the benefit of this country, fome of which we are 
not yet at liberty to mention, it is of general importance that 
it fhould be univerfally known that his Lordfhip has lately 
difcovered an inexhauftible bed of fire clay, of the fineft quality , 
which he undertakes to put free on board veffels at the harbour 
of Culrofs, at the very moderate price of perton. This 
clay has been found upon trial, to be equal to any other yet 
known for making bricks fit to refift a very great degree of 
heat. -The fame clay, with a very moderate degree of prepara- 
tion, can be employed for making the fineft kinds of pottery, 
fuperior even to that of Stourbridge in Staffordthire, and may 
be afforded any where upon the fea-coaft at a very inferior 
price. 
PETUNTSE- 

Ir has been Jately announced in the newfpapers, that marle, as 
they call it, has been difcovered in Jamaica, which poffefles the 
fame qualities as the petuntfe of Chine, which has been fo 
long a defideratum in Europe for the manufaéture of porce- 
Jain. Mr Williams, in his obfervations on the mineral king- 
dom, defcribes a fubftance that he found as a fediment at the 
bottom of fome lakes in Invernefsthire, which he conceives to be 
decompofed granite, that he thinks poffefles all the qualities 
of the true petuntfe of China; but I have not heard if any 
experiments have yet been made with fufficient accuracy to 
afcertain this doubtful fa@. Another fubitance has been of 
Jaie difcovered in Scotland, that has qualities apparently 
much the fame with the Chinefe petuntfe, as ithas been de- 
fcribed by the Jeluits, and is converted by fire inte a kind_of 
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pottery, which in its fra@ure and other qualities, very much 
refembles the beft porcelaine, having precifely the fame inter- 
nal {moothnefs where broken, and the fame tranfparency that 
fo peculiarly charaéterifes that valuable manufacture. This I 
myfelf have feen ; but the perfon to whom it belongs does not 
with to have it more particularly mentioned, till more accurate 
experiments fhall have afcertained its qualities,with precifion. 


Agri len News. 
a. 


Asour three years ago, M. Crette de Palleul communicated 
to the Royal Society of Agriculture in Paris, the refult of 
fome experiments he had made on the culture of the plant cal- 
led Chicory, Chicorium intybus, as a food for cattle, which he 
found, in fevera! refpects, exceeded his moft fanguine expetta- 
tions. The plant is by no means uncommon. It grows with 
a broad fucculent leaf, very much refembling, while young, 
the common dandelion, only it rifes more upright from the 
ground : Like that plant too it has a bitter tafte, and yields a 
milky juicee—Its ftalk rifes upright, is thick, branching, hol- 
low in the heart, and fucculent. M. Crette fowed its feeds 
among {pring corn, which came up among it as readily as 
clover, and yields a crop of forage the fecond year.—It refifts, 
he fays, the greateft droughts—grows with great luxuriance— 


. admits of being cut with the fcythe without fuftaining any in- 
“4 jury, and fprings up afreth after each cutting, fo as to admit 
ad of being gut twice, thrice, or four times in one year. It is 
‘ readily eaten by cows, horfes, fheep, and other domeftic ani- 
a mals, when cut and given to them in the ftall; but is not fo 
. proper for being broufed upon as a pafture, Ié is too fuccu- 
» lent to admit of being eafily made into hay ;..and he therefore 
af thinks it oeconomical to have it cut aud confumed as a green 
y forage. It yielded at the rate of 32 tons of green forage from 
¢ an Engliih acre, or, when dry, about eleven tons of hay. It 
grows very early in the {pring, and may be cut, as M. Crette 
y afferts, in the month of April. 
t It has been fince that time cultivated by feveral people in 


France, who fpeak favourably of it; and Mr Arthur Young 
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has tried it in England, with great fuccefs.: From that public 
fpirited cultivator I had fome of its feeds, which were fown in 
June laft. They came up very well, and yielded one tolera- 
bly abundant crop this autumn, at one cutting. It pro- 
mifes to make an ufeful addition to the farmers catalogue of 
cultivable plants; and, although, probably fome abatements 
muft be made from the fanguine accounts of its firft cultiva- 
tor, it is highly probable, that when its qualities fhall be af- 
certained, and the ufes to which it can. be beft applied are 
fully underftood, it will prove a valuable acquifition to agri- 
culture. 


SIBERIAN MELILOT. 


THIS is another plant that has been recommended to the 
notice of farmers, by the French oeconomifts. Some feeds of. 
it. were fent by M. Thouin, gardener to the King of France, 
in the botanical garden at Paris, to Mr Arthur Young, which 
was fown by him im the Spring 1790. The appearance of it 
was fo inviting, that he obtained more feeds of it. April rr. 
1791, he fowed a piece of it partly in drills, at two feet fix 
inches, and one fquare perch, broad caft ; the latter with one 
and a half ounce of feed, or 15 lib. an acre. The foil is a 
moift loam, on a cold marly bottom. ‘The preparation of the 
piece of ground was cabbages running to feed, and in full 
bloffom, pulled up, and dug into the ground, by being laid in 
the trench while digging, Both pieces were kept clear of 
weeds during the Summer. 

April 22. they were both mowed, being a fall and beautiful 
crop ; one fquare perch of the drilled weighed 105 Ib. which 
is equal to 72 tons per acre. The perch, broad caft, weighed 
84 lib. which is equal to fix tons per acre. The one is equal 
probably to about two tons of hay per acre (Englith), and the 
other more than one and a half. 

Cows, work-oxen, calves, and horfes, all eat it readily. 

Now that it is found that broad clover cannot be made to 
thrive an a great many foils, any plant that can be employed 
as a fubftitute to it, for making into hay, deferves to be par- 
ticularly attended to. 

Mr Young promifes.to continue his experiments on this 
plant, and to communicate the refult of them to the public. 
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Specimen of the Manner of Writing in the 16th 
Century, 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


SIR, 

The following Pifure of the Kingdom of Scotland is drawn up in 
the feventh year of the age and reign of Queen Mary, in the 
Complaint of Scotland by Wedderburn, printed 1549, from 
which it is copied literatim by your bumble fervant, 

- PHILALBAN. 


“ Ty my dullit dreyme ande fopit vifione, I thocht that ther 
aperit to me ane lady of excellent extraétione, ande of anciant 
genolygie, makkand ane melancholius choir for the grite vio- 
Jens that fhe had fuftenit ande indurit. It aperit be hyr wo- 
ful contenens that {che was in grite dout and dredour for ane 
mair dolorus future ruyne that was aperand to fugcumb hyr 
haiftylye, in the maift extreme exterminatione.—Hyr hayr of 


the cullour of fyne gold, was feltrit and trachlit out of ordour, 
hingand over her fchulders.x—Sche hed ane crown of guld, 
hingand ande branyland, that it was lyik to fal doune fra hyr 
hede to the cald eird.—Sche bure an fcheild, in the quhilk 
was gravit ane rede rampand lyone, in ane field of gold, bor- 
doryt about witht doubil flouredelicis. This rede iyone was 
hurt in mony placis of his body. 

The accutrementis ande clothyng of this dolorus lady was 
ane fyde mantil, that couvrit al her body, of an merveloufe in- 
genius faffone, the quhilk had bene tiffue, ande wrocht be 
thre fyndrye faflones of werkmenfchips. 

The fyrft part, quhilk was the hie bordour of byr mantil, 
ther was mony precius ftanis, quharin ther was gravit fcheildis, 
fpeyris, fourdis, bayrdit horfe, harnefs, ande al uthir fortis of 
waupynis and munitions of weyr. 

In the middis of that mantil ther was gravit in carreers, 
beukis and figuris, diverfe fcienfis, divyne ande humain, witht 
mony cheretabil aétis, ande fupernatural miraclis. . 

On the third part of that mantil, I beheld brodrut about al 
hyr tail, al fortis of cattel and profitabil bayftis, al fortis of 
cornis, eyrbis, plantis, grene treis, fchips, marchantdreis, ande 
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mony politic werkmanlumis for mecanyc craftis. Th’s mantil, 
quhilk had been made ande wrocht in ald tymys be the pru- 
dent predeceffours of this-foyrfaid lady, was revyn and raggit in 
mony placis, that mycht not I perfave the ftoreis ande figuris 
that hed bene gravit,«<wrocht, and brodrut in ald tymys, in 
the thre partis of it; far the fyrit part of it-wantyt mony of 
the {cheildis ande harnes that was fyrit wrocht in it, ande an 
uther part of the fcheildis and harnes war brokyn ande rouftit, 
ande reddye to fal ande tyne furtht of the bordour of that man- 
til. Siklyik the pleifand werkmenfchips that was in the middis 
of hyr mantil was feperat fra uthers, and altrit fra the fyrit 
faffone that na man culd extraé& ony profitabil fentens, nor 
gude exempil furtht of ony part of it. Now to fpeik of the 
third part of hyr mantil, it was werft grathit ande fpylt be ane 
grit differens, nor was the tother-tua partis of that mantil, for 
it aperit that al the grene treis, cornis, beftialite, mecanyc 
craftis, ande fchips, ande marchandriefe, that hed bene curiouf- 
lye wrocht in ald tymys in the bordour of the tail of that 
mantil, was fpilt and diftroyit, and the eird was becum barran 
ande ftirril, ande that na ordinance of policye culd be perfa- 
vit in it, nor efperance of relief. Now to conclude of the faf- 
fone of this ladeis mantil, it was baytht altrit in cullour ande 
in beulk, ande revyn in mony placis, hingand doune raggit 
in piecis, in fic ane fort, that gyf thay hed bene prefent that 
wrocht ande made it in the begynnyng, thay wald have clair 
myfkend it, be rafone that it was fa mekil altrit fra the fyrft 
faffone.” 
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For the Bee. 
SIR, 


Iam very happy to find, that though you are fo well em- 
ployed in colleéting materials for public information, from 
more dignified fubjeéts; yet that you have not thought it un- 
worthy of your notice to look down upon the humble earth- 
worm, prefented to your view by the young obferver. 

The conjeéture which he has fo modettly fuggefted, with 
regard to worms ufing the leaf and the grafs when in a putri- 
fied ftate for food, is perfectly juft; and had he followed his 
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worm through the windings of its paffage till it arrived at its 
dark cell, he would have obferved an immenfe quantity of the 
fame. matter piled up with, the utmoft regularity to fupport it 
when the froft renders the earth impenetrable. I hope this 
new correfpondent will favour the public from time to time 
with the fuccefs of his refearches into this ufeful and hitherto 
unexplored recefs of nature’s works. 

He will find that there are many other infeéts, and many 
other f{pecies of animals, which, like the worm, prefer putri- 
fied to frefh food ; and thus, while this obferver may add fo 
materially to the ftock of human knowledge, he will encreafe 
our admiration,alfo of the aftonifhing diverfity in the ftruéture 
of animals fo well adapted to their food, and of the endlefs 
variety of fubje@s for our inveftigation, which the works of 
nature fo copioufly afford. AN OLD OBSERVER, 


Ancient Indiéiment. 


SIR, 


I FOUND the following memorandum of a remarkable indié- 
ment in an old MS. that fell accidentally into my hands the 
other day. If you think it worthy of a place in your Mifcel- 
lany, it is at your fervice. The writer begins his minutes 
thus :—** Memorandum, That one the 19 daye of February 
1661, was the firfte tyme that I was uppone the Jury for life 
and death at the Old Bayley, and then there were thele per- 
fones followinge tryde, and for what crime.” 

Afier making minutes of nine perfons who were tried that 
day, and of feventeen the next day, being the 20th of Febru- 
ary 1661, is the following = 

*¢ Katherine Roberts is endited for felleing of a child to the 
fpirrits, for 28s. 6d. but after much heareinge of the witnefles, 
it could not bee clearely proved, and fo the was found not 
guilty.” 

I mutt confefs I cannot conceive what felling to the fpirits 
can mean, but hope to fee the opinion of fome of your curious 
readers on it. 

The next minute is:—“* Mary Grante is endited for beating 
of her hufband, but nothinge is made of this. The law fays, 
that the hufband cannot endite the wife for a battery.” 

I hope it will not be dangerous to print the latter. Your’s, 
&ee CURIOSUS. 
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Proceedings in Parliament. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Committee of Supply. 
Monday, December 6. 1791. 


Tue mof important bufinefs in the Houfe of Commons is 
ufually agitated in a committee of fupply ; here it is that the 
Houfe exercifes one of its moft valuable funétions, the con- 
trouling the expenditure of the public money ; and were the 
members of that Houfe to exercife their faculties on thefe 
occafions without bias in favour of party, their debates in thefe 
cafes would be the moft intereiting that could be propofed. 
In the prefent ftate of things, fuch impartiality is not to be 
expected, and of courfe the reader does not meet with that 
entire fatisfaction he might otherwife have received. Still, 
however, much may be learnt from the obfervations that oc- 
cur on thefe occafions. 

The bufinefs under difcuffion at the prefent feffion, refpect- 
ed the navy. The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a commit- 
tee,—Mr Gilbert in the chair, 

Mr Hopkins, one of the Lords of the Admiralty, rofe to 
move for the fupply of feamen for the current year. He re- 
gretted that the circumftances of the times had rendered it 
neceffary for the nation to have a greater naval force than ufual, 
but he hoped that Government would foon be able to make a 
confiderable reduction in the eftablifhment. The number of 
men voted laft year for the peace eftablifhment of the navy, 
had been 20,000; but this year we muft apply for 4000 more. 
He concluded with moving, ‘that 24,000 fo including 
4,800 marines, be granted to his Majefty for the fervice of the 
enfuing year.” 

Mr Rolle rofe to thank the Admiralty Board for their em- 
ploying at this time a greater proportion of marines than ufual; 
and hoped they would continue to encourage more than had 
been hitherto done, that ufeful body of men, and hinted at 
the propriety of forming an eftablifhment of invalids for the 
marines, as well as for thofe of the army, the artillery, and 
engineers. The queftion was then carried unanimoully. 

Mr Hopkins then moved, that 4). per man per month, be al- 
lowed for defraying the expences of the faid 24,000 men for 
the enfuing year.— Agreed to. 
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Exchequer _ Bills. 

Mr Rofe then maved, that 3,500,000 1. be granted to his 
Majefty for the purpofe of paying off a like fum raifed on Ex- 
chequer bills to that amount, that had been iffued in confe- 
quence of an act paffed in the laft Seffion of Parliament.—A- 
greed to. The committee then broke up. 

Tuefday, December 7. 

Mr Gilbert brought up the report of the Committee of fup- 
ply, by which 24,000 feamen were voted for the year 179. 

It was read a firft time ; On the queftion being put for its 
fecond reading, 

Mr Fox rofe,—not, he faid, for the purpofe of oppofing the 
refolution, but for the purpofe of making fome cient, 
which might, perhaps, lead to the information which he with- 
ed to have, and which every Member in that Houfe ought 
to poffefs, before he votes a queftion of fupply. 

It had been ftated on a former day, that the confideration 
of out late armament, as well in point of the expences which 
attend it, as the means to be adopted to defray them, were to 
be kept feparate and diftiné&t from all other ways and means 
and fupply of the year ; to this there could, perhaps, be no ob- 
jection ; but the vote now propofed required fome explana- 
tion ;. without which, it muft appear to him dark and ambi- 

uous. 

: By the vote now before the Houfe, a very confiderable aug- 
mentation was to be made in our ufual annual peace eftablifh- 
ment: .for this there fhould be given fome reafon, which the 
mere vote did not convey, and which argued, and conclufive- 
ly eftablifhed, one or two points; “ Either that his Majefty’s 
Minifters are of opinion, that all our former eftablifhments in 
time of peace, in the maritime departments, were too low, and 
that 24,000, inftead of 18,000, feamen are requifite for the fe- 
curity of this country in the time of peace ; or, that fomething 
appears to them, in the whole policy of Europe, to indicate that 
our prefent pacific fituation ts more precarious than at the 
conclufion of a treaty we are accuftomed to expect.” 

Upon the firft of thefe two points there could be but “ttle 
difficulty with the Houfe. The cafe was not precifely fo with 
regard to the fecond ; for Minifters might have reafons which 
they may think proper to conceal; and on this’ he could not 
help obferving, that, although he was one of thofe who were 
willing rather to allow to Minifters a certain quantity of confi- 
dence, with regard to the application of — and thereby 
run the rifque of fquandering the money of their conttituents, 
fo far, blindly, than be parfimonions when the intereft of the 
ftate required vigour and aétion ; and although he was willing 
to allow, that, in certain cafes the King’s Minifters were the 
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beft judges as to what amount fupplies fhould be granted upon 
an emergency : yet he muft maintain, that the collected opini- 
on of that Houfe was equal in wifdom to, and much higher in 
authority than, the opinion of a few perfons, who may, for a 
time, be the confidential fervants of the Crown : and therefore 
the confidence which he was willing, and which he thought 
was advifeable to allow to the King’s Minifters, fhould be limit- 
ed with regard to its duration; and that confidence did not 
feem to him to come within the fcope of this cafe. He would 
fuppofe, for inftance, that, on the approach, or at the continu- 
ance, of any hoftilities between this andany power in Europe, 
that Houfe would vote, on credit, a certain fum, by way of 
fupply, and truft the application of it for a year; but then 
they would require the next yeara minute and {pecific account 
of its application ; and would exercife their difcretion with re- 
gard to the granting of frefh fupplies. Upon this the caf 
was otherwife ; for we are now on what is called a pacific pe- 
riod ; and yet we are, inftead of reducing our eftablifhment, in- 
creafing it. This certainly required an explanation. If it was 
intended that part of the expences of our late armament fhould 
be covered by this vote, or included in it, his Majefty’s fervants 
fhould avow it, or otherwife it would be impoffible for the 
public to underftand for what their money is voted ; and if 
thefe extraordinary expences were voted by that Houfe, with- 
out a full explanation for what purpofe it was intended, he 
feared they would not very well anfwer the defcription which 
they ufually gave of themfelves, viz. ** Guardians of the public 
purfe, for the benefit of the public.” If there was any reafon 
to apprehend that peace is but precarious, and that the general 
politics of Europe are at prefent in a doubtful ftate, the Houfe 
fhould be fo informed. If thefe extraordinary fupplies were 
voted totally in the dark, the Houfe, by that vote, would, in 
his opinion, defert their duty. 

He hoped that thefe fuggeftions would procure for that Houfe, 
and the public, a more explicit defcription of the caufe of this 
fupply, than was at prefent before the Houfe. This was abfo- 
lutely neceffary ; for if this augmented force was to be con- 
fidered merely as the peace eftablifhment in future of this coun- 
try, and that it would always hereafter be abfolutely necefiary 
for the fafety of the ftate, then a great deal more difcuffion 
would belong to the fubject. But if it was admitted, that, 
from the general profpect of affairs, we had reafon'to apprehend 
danger, then he fhould moft cordially affent to this refolution. 

A fhort converfation then enfued between Mr Hopkins, Mr 
Rofe, and Mr Fox, of little moment, Mr Pitt having declared 
that no augmentation of the peace eftablifhment was intended, 
but “* That it is the opinion of his Majefty’s fervants, that the 
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prefent afpect of affairs in Europe, renders it expedient to main- 
tain, for a certain period, an armament fomewhat exceeding 
the common peace eftablifhment of this country.” 

Mr Fox declared himfelf perfectly fatisfied with the explana- 
tion. The refolution was read a fecond time and paffed. 


Remarks on fome Englifh Plays, continued from 
Vol. V. page 144: 


The Lyar—By Samuel Foote, Efq; 


. 
THERE are fome things diverting, but many more trifling in 
this piece. Extravagance and pleafantry are blended through 
the whole of it. There is much good humour in the firft 
fcene, part of which has been fuppreffed by the managers. The 
footman’s familiarity and aan? | are not unnatural, as ufu- 


al in modern comedy, and are well accounted for by the curi- 


ous hiftory of his life. 
Chrononbotonthologos—By Mr Carey. 


A burlefque on modern tragedy, in fome paffages. pleafant 
ehough ; but every attempt tc imitate the Rehearfal has hither- 
to been very defective, though there is great abundance of new 
matter for fuch exquifite-criticifm and juft ridicule. The plays 
of Young alone, though yet acted, and admired by many, af- 
ford more examples of unnatural flights, quaint conceits, and 
every {pecies of dramatic abfurdity, than all the plays ridiculed 
ia the Rehearfal. 


Midas, a Burletta—By Kane O’ Hara, Efq; 


Wuat power of acting, mufic, or fong, what thew of fcenery, 
can make this piece an entertainment to any audience above 
the age of pupillarity ? When one has feen no theatrical enter- 
tainment but a puppet-fhew, or a harlequin, he may be excuf- 
ed for being highly diverted at mere grimace, or the coarfe 
jokes of punch and his wife. But I often wonder that an au- 
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dience accuftomed to fee the plays of Shakefpeare, can endure 
the bulk of other tragedies ; or that the {pectators of a Beggar’s 
Opera can fuffer this, and almoft every one of the other comic 
operas in our language, to pafs one night without damnation. 
Yet a mafs of fuch mean mufical pieces have flourifhed, of late 
years, on our theatres ; founds without fenfe or humour, and 
mere mufical notes without a fingle fpark of poetical genius, 


The Citizen—By Arthur Murphy, E/q; 


WHEN our moderns try to write in the ftyle of natural charac- 
ter and converfation, they fall into a medley of infipidity and 
affectation. They can bear no comparifon to the old poets, 
Shakefpeare, Johnfon, and Fletcher, whom they mean to imi- 


tate. 

Phe Toy-Shop—By Dodfley. 
TuERE is inthis piece a mixture of quaintnefs with good fenfe 
and fome wit ; but it is fo full of ferious thought and ftudied 


exprefficn, that I cannot. conceive how any art of acting can 
make it a proper or agreeable entertainment on the ftage. 


The Englifbman in Paris—By Foote. 


Tuis is alefs negligent piece than moft of Foote’s. There 
isa good deal of characteriftic humour and pleafantry in. it, 
very unlike the great bulk of modern comedy. And what is 
farce but a fhort comedy? 


The Englifhman Returned from Parig—By Foote. 


PRoPRIETY, eafe, and humour, diftinguifh Foote’s prologues, 
from the ftudied ftrains of his contemporaries. The “ invita 
Minerva” of Horace is moft fignificantly expreffed by Shake- 
fpeare : 
4s «¢ Extremely ftrain’d, and conn’d with cruel pain.” 

This line is perfectly applicable to the bulk of modern writ- 
ing of all kinds ; wide Warburton, Johnfon, Gibbon, and almoft 
all our dramatic pieces, except Douglas. 

This play is abfurd in the plot, loofe, and ill digefted in the 
fcenes, with a bafe tendency to promote national pride and pre- 
judices, difgraceful and baneful to England in this unhappy age. 
Some paffages, which the author intended to obviate this cen- 
“7 F are fuppreffed by the wife ftage managers. See page 11. 
and 116. 
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